King congratulates Majali 


I maYQCLIMC CPetra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
on Saturday phoned Abdul Hadi Majali congratulat- 
ing him on his election as Lower House speaker and 
iwshiag him success in serving the country and the 
democratic march. Majali expressed deep appreda- 
dikand gratitude for the King’s call, stressing that he 
will work hard with his colleagues to seive Jordan and 
democracy. King Hussein also phoned Sa’d Hayel 
Srour and expressed appreciation for his efforts as 
.speaker during the past four years. 
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Norway ends participation 
in U.N. peacekeeping force 

BEIRUT (AP) — Norway fonnaUy ended its 20-year role 
in the U.N. peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon on Sat- 
urday, saying it was sad to be leaving the conflict zooe. 
Some 21 Norwegian soldiers have dial since 1978 when 
the country helped set up the UN. Interim Farce In 
Lebanon (UNlHL) to police the Lebanese-Israeli border, 
where guerrillas exchange fire daily wit h Isra eli troops and 
their allied militia. In a ceremony at UNlFIL headquarters 
in Ebl AJ Saqi, in the Israeli-occupied zone of Lebanon, 
Norwegian Defence Minister Dag Jostdn FJaervoll said his 
country was withdrawing its 470 troops “not without sad- 
ness.” “The work has not ended and the mission has not 
been completed, but we are pleased and honoured to hand 
over responsibility to the Indians,*' he said. Some 670 Indi- 
ans have replaced the Norwegian battalion. 
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Regent opens 2nd session of 13th Parliament 


Crown Prince Hassan reaffirms 
Jordan’s support for Palestinians 

Dialogue is a sophisticated instrument for benefiting 
from people’s aspirations , creativity, and grand insight 


HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, delivers the Speech from the Throne in the 
Pariiameat on Saturday to inaugurate the new parliamentary session on behalf of 
His Majesty King Hussein (Photo by Yousef "Allan) 


By Francesca Griad 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, on 
Saturday opened die second 
ordinary session of the 13th 
Parliament with a reaffirma- 
tion of Jordan's full support for 
the Pales tinians and a Strong 
warning that any detraction in 
their legitimate right to an 
independent state would 
threaten the security of the 
Kingdom and the region as a 
whole. 

“We firmly believe in the 
right of the Palestinian people 
to their land, resources, and 
state,” the Regent said in the 
traditional Speech from the 
Throne at the opening of Par- 
liament's annual four-month 
session. 

“The Palestinians' achieve- 
ment of their legitimate rights 
in full is a cornerstone for our 
own security and the security 
of the region at large. 

“Any detraction in these 
rights is tantamount to a viola- 
tion of the security of this 
country and a threat to its sta- 
bility, for we share the same 
destiny.” 

Addressing the joint session 
of the 40-member Upper 
House and the 80-member 
Lower House, the Crown 


Prince stressed Jordan’s 
resolve to “keep intact the 
cohesion of our internal front." 

In an implicit reference to 
opposition groups based in 
neighbouring countries, be 
warned that the government 
will “relentlessly and confi- 


tiatives, which purport to enter 
non-tradidonal export markets, 
and to develop and enhance 
productivity in the field of 
tourism arid other areas.” die 
Regent said. 

On domestic politics, the 
Regent reiterated the govem- 


do our best to lift the embargo 
imposed on any Arab country', 
especially on Iraq. Sudan, and 
Libya." he said, adding that the 
Kingdom will “spare no effort 
to heal any rift among our 
brothers.” 

Prince Hassan also 


(Full text of Speech from the Throne appears on page 7) 


dently confront whoever tries 
to create rifts" among Jordani- 
ans of different origins and 
roots. 

During his speech, which 
traditionally defines govern- 
ment policy. Prince Hassan 
pledged that the government 
of Prime Minister Fayez 
Taravvneh would continue on 
the path of privatisation, 
’based on market liberalisa- 
tion, protection of competitive- 
ness, support for productivity 
and quality, and attracting 
direct Arab and foreign invest 
roenL" 

Business circles praised 
Prince Hassan’s emphasis on 
measures aimed at strengthen- 
ing die private sector, which he 
said owns and runs two-thirds 
of the economy. 

“The government will 
encourage the private sector 
and support its investment rai- 


ment's commitment to mutual 
consultation and open dia- 
logue among all society sec- 
tors. 

“Dialogue is not meant to be 
an exercise in futile argumen- 
tation and sophistry. We rather 
see it as a sophisticated instru- 
ment for benefiting from the 
aspirations of our citizens, 
their creativity and grand 
insight,” Prince Hassan said. 

On the regional level. Prince 
Hassan stressed that Jordan’s 
“pan-Arab stance will contin- 
ue to be a guiding principle 
underlying our policies and 
decisions." 

He said Jordan will continue 
to maintain cooperation and 
coordination with all sisterly 
states, within a framework that 
respects the particularities of 
each state and aims at achiev- 
ing whai is best for the nation. 

■*We shall never hesitate to 


addressed the issues of Isfamo- 
phobia and discrimination 
against Arabs. 

“We are going through an 
era in which Islam and Mus- 
lims are subjected to an unjust 
campaign. A similar campaign 
is directed against the identity 
of Christian Arabs." he said. 

“We have to put things right 
at their point of origin, relying 
on positive interaction and 
engagement with other nations 
and civilisations, whilst 
defending our religion and val- 
ues, and highlighting the true 
image of our culture." 

Private sector representatives 
defined the speech as “very 
encouraging” and said they 
looked forward to further 
cooperation with law-makers 
and officials, especially in 
view of the upcoming parlia- 
mentary debate on die state 
budget — expected to take 


place in the next weeks — and 
current plans to amend legisla- 
tion governing the economy. 

“We lode forward to a 
stronger monetary policy, as 
announced by the Crown 
Prince,’' said Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan, the chairman of die 
Amman Chamber of Industry. 

‘But in order to avoid thk 
higher interest rates, necessary 
to ensure the stability of the 
Jord anian dinar, harm some 
economic activities, we also 
call for a comprehensive fiscal, 
monetary, and economic poli- 
cy.” Abu Hassan said. 

Political party leaders hailed 
the Crown Prince's pledge dial 
the Taravvneh government 
would strengthen civil society 
organisations, and ‘lend sup- 
port to our national parties in 
order for this political experi- 
ence to be successful” 

Abdul Latif Arabiyat. the 
secretary general of the Islam- 
ic Action Front, told the Jordan 
Times that “a great deal of 
goodwill and seriousness” 
regarding the national dia- 
logue among all components 
of society were reflected in the 
Speech from the Throne. 

The Crown Prince has previ- 
ously opened Parliament on 
three occasions — in 1967, 
1968. and 1970. 


sraeli police clash with Palestinian protesters Majali elected House speaker 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Several dozen Pales- 
tinian demonstrators clashed 
with Israeli police in Arab 
east Jerusalem on Saturday 
fating a protest demanding 
foe . releaW of Palestinian 
prisoners from Israeli jails, 
witKsses and Israeli police 

They said demonstrators 
locked streets with burning 
t)res and threw stones and 
tottles at Israeli police who 
tttponded with rubber bul- 
^and batons. 

A photographer ar the 
sce pe said at least four jour- 
■■tiists were pushed and 
kaien.by police and ar least 
toe was taken to hospital. A 


police spokesman con- 
firmed that batons and rub- 
ber coated metal bullets had 
been used but said he knew 
of no injuries. 

Police prevented demon- 
strators from carrying out an 
unauthorised march in Arab 
east Jerusalem, occupied by 
Israel during the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. One demon- 
strator was arrested. 

Several hundred Palestini- 
ans also took part in demon- 
strations in the West Bank 
towns of Hebron, Bethle- 
hem, Nablus and nearby 
Tubas demanding freedom 
for prisoners. 

In Bethlehem, witnesses 
said Palestinians threw 


stones at Israeli soldiers and 
burned an Israeli flag. 

Palestinian officials said 
125 Palestinian detainees at 
Shana prison in northern 
Israel had joined prisoners 
in Megiddo and Ashkelon 
prisons on a hunger strike 
launched last Sunday by 
members of Fateh. Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat ’s 
mainstream faction in the 
Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation. 

The prisoners are protest- 
ing against Israel’s refusal to 
free them as part of the land- 
for-security deal it signed 
with Che Palestinians after 
the U.S. Middle East sum- 
mit last month. 


Prisoners have also 
accused the Palestinian lead- 
ership of not pressing Israel 
hard enough to secure their 
release. 

‘Tell. [Saeb] Erekat that 
we are bored with his state- 
ments. What we want is to 
see the release of the prison- 
ers," a crowd of demonstra- 
tors in Nablus chanted, 
referring to the chief Pales- 
tinian negotiator. 

Under U.S. pressure, 
Israel agreed at the Wye 
River summit to free 750 
prisoners in three stages 
over 12 weeks. The oral 
agreement was not men- 
tioned in the accord or 
accompanying letters. 


Arafat has said Israel’s 
inclusion of 150 common 
criminals in a first-round 
release of 250 prisoners ear- 
lier this month violated the 
spirit of the deal. He called 
on Israel to release 150 addi- 
tional political prisoners. 

At the Palestinian cabiner 
meeting in Gaza on Friday, 
Arafat said Israel should not 
use prisoners as a bargaining 
chip to obtain additional 
concessions. 

“The freedom of our peo- 
ples' heroes, the prisoners in 
the occupation jails is an 
issue we will not compro- 
mise on ” the official Pales- 
tinian WAFA news agency 
quoted Arafat as saying. 


U.N. arms experts insist on 
Friday inspections in Iraq 


Israeli forces strike 
Hizbollah strongholds 


toGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. 
^-experts insisted Samr- 
they have to cany 
^Stemspectibns in Iraq on 
^fa%.~basis t including the 

iWnF™ day of rest, 

^te complaints by offi- 


go out on inspections 
j^Ridays and always have 
p^Tike every day,” said 
Cross, . spokes- 
for the UN. Special 
£®nissian (UNSCOM) in 
7 ^ of disarming Iraq. 

, general who heads 
S* National Monitoring 
which liaises 
.ONSCOM and escorts 
inspectors on site 
lodged a complaint 

^COM checked 10 
^despite a pledge to trim 
^aolvities on die day of 
■ ■Muslim weekly prayers 
said General 
jgjih Mohammad Amin. 

. inspection 
UNSCOM and 
g^Jfflemarional Atomic 
Agency' OAEA) went 
^ wi the previous Fri- 


day, more than an hour later 
than on other days of the 
week, witnesses said. 

Iraq has also repotted that 
UNSCOM is stepping up the 
pace of its “surprise" inspec- 
tions since returning from 
evacuation on Nov. 1 7 after a 
threat of U.S.-British air 
strikes faded. 

Cross said Saturday that ah 
inspections are carried out on 
a “surprise” basis. "They re 
all surprise or unannounced 
or no-notice, it’s all the same 

thing,” she told AFP. it 

In contrast, "intrusive 
inspections are visits to "new, 
undeclared sites. We call it a 
‘baseline’ inspection, she 
said, declining to disclose it 
such work has started yet to 
test Iraqi cooperation. 

On Saturday, several jeeps 
left the UN. arms monitor- 
ing centre set up at a former 

hotel in Baghdad. 

“We are carrying on witn 
our activities. All the teams 
have gone out today, said 
Cross, referring to experts uj 
ballistic, biological, chemical 
and nuclear weaponry. 


UNSCOM resumed its 
inspections in Iraq on Nov. 
18, four days after Iraq 
backed down on a decision to 
halt all cooperation amid 
U.S. and British warnings of 
punitive strikes. 

Despite the renewed coop- 
eration on the ground, Iraq 
and UNSCOM are locked in 
a row over arms documents. 

At the United Nations on 
Friday. Iraq renewed a 
charge that warhead samples 
analysed by a U.S. army lab- 
oratory, which concluded 
Baghdad had weapon! sed 
VX nerve gas. were deliber- 
ately tampered with. 

In a letter to UNSCOM 
chairman Richard Butler, 
foreign ministry undersecre- 
tary Riyadh A1 Qaysi again 
denied that Iraq had loaded 
VX onto missiles before the 
1991 Gulf war over Kuwait 
Qaysi also declined to pro- 
vide new information in 
response to Butter’s demands 
for more data on Iraq’s chem- 
ical weapons and the toral 
number of mixsile wuriieatk 


TEL AVIV t AFP) — Israeli 
forces bombarded suspected 
Hizbollah targets in Lebanon 
overnight in retaliation for 
deadly attacks on its soldiers, 
but analysts say the Jewish 
state is powerless against the 
tactics of Hizbollah. 

Several Israeli warplanes 
struck suspected Hizbollah 
strongholds just north of the 
Israeli-occupied border strip, 
an army spokesman said here. 

Security sources in southern 
Lebanon said Israeli artillery 
also pounded villages east of 
the Lebanese port city of Tyre 
with more than 70 shells. 

There were no reports of 
casualties. 

On Friday, the Israeli army 
warned Lebanese civilians it 
was preparing to bombard a 
string of areas close to the 
occupied border strip in a 
statement broadcast on the 
radio of the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia. 

The warning followed 
mounting Israeli casualties in 
attacks in south Lebanon in 
recent weeks which prompted 
Prime Minister Benvamin 


Netanyahu to cut short a visit 
to Europe Friday. 

Two Israeli soldiers were 
killed and two wounded in the 
buffer zone over Thursday 
night, bringing the toll from 
Hizbollah attacks over the 
past two weeks to seven killed 
and nine wounded. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai called a meeting 
of top military and intelli- 
gence aides late Saturday to 
prepare policy recommenda- 
tions for a meeting of Israel’s 
security cabinet on Sunday. 

Israeli commanders routine- 
ly meet to review policy in 
southern Lebanon every six 
months but their next meeting 
had not been due until next 
week. 

Israeli military analysts say 
the army's tactical options on 
the ground are extremely lim- 
ited. 

AH four Israeli soldiers slain 
Wednesday and Thursday 
were killed by weQ-crafted 
booby traps — one of the 
bombs was hidden at head 
height in a tree and detonated 
by remnie control. Israel 
Radio >aid. 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

AMMAN — In a surprise 
win. Deputy Abdul Hadi 
Majali snatched the Lower 
House speakership today 
replacing incumbent Sa'd 
Hayel Srour and beating 
two other contenders. 

The four contestants were 
Srour, Majali, former indus- 
tty and trade minister Ali 
Abul Ragheb and Islamist 
deputy Abdullah Akaileh. 

Deputies and observers 
had earlier named Srour, 
Abul Ragheb and Majali as 
the most likely candidates 
to succeed. But most were 
taken aback when Srour fell 
out of the race after the first 
round of voting, especially 
since many strongly 
believed that he was certain 
to secure his fifth term as 
speaker. 

Majali assumed the one- 
year speakership after 
securing 43 votes in the sec- 
ond round of voting. He 
marginally defeated Abul 


Ragheb. who garnered 36 
votes. 

In the first round. Majali 
obtained 32 votes, Abul 
Ragheb 21, Srour 18 and 
Akaileh eight (one deputy 
abstained). 

“1 pledge to live up to 
your expectations and to be 
a president and a brother to 
ali without taking sides 
with a certain group, bloc or 
party for we are all a 
“nation’ bloc,” the new 
speaker told the House after 
assuming his seat. 

Later in the day. the 
House elected Zarqa 
Deputy Bassam Haddadin 
as first deputy. Haddadin 
obtained 40 votes defeating 
Deputy Ghazi Fayez of the 
Central Badia by one vote. 

Irbid Deputy Sami Kha- 
sawneh was elected as sec- 
ond deputy after securing 
62 votes. Khasawneh's 
opponent. Mikhled 

Zawahreh of Zarqa. won 12 
votes. 

Both the Upper and 



Abdul Uadi Mqjali 

Lower Houses have formed 
special committees to draft 
replies to the Speech from 
the Throne delivered Satur- 
day by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, at a joint session of 
the 120 -seat bicameral 
chamber. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Italy and Germany to seek 
ways of putting Ocalan on trial 


ROME (AFP) — Germany 
and Italy said Saturday they 
would ‘‘begin joint efforts” 
to ensure Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan is 
put on trial. 

Italian and German legal 
experts will meet frc»m 
Monday to examine the 
possibility of creating an 
'‘international court with the 
power to judge" Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) leader 
Ocalan, according to a 
statement released after a 
meeting between Italian 
Foreign Minister Lamberto 
Dini and his German oppo- 
site number Joschka Fischer 
in Rome on Saturday. 

Ocalan was arrested in 
Rome on Nov. 12, but 
Italy’s refusal to extradite 
him lo Turkey — where he 


could face the death penalty 
— has sparked a bitter 
diplomatic row which has 
spilled into trade and sport. 

A joint statement issued 
by Dini and Fischer also 
said Germany and Italy 
would "jointly begin a 
European initiative for a 
peaceful solution in south- 
eastern Turkey and to bring 
Turkey closer to the Euro- 
pean Union.” 

Turkey is continuing its 
efforts to secure the extradi- 
tion of Ocalan, who is cur- 
rently under house arrest in 
Rome. 

Ankara will officially pre- 
sent its request for his extra- 
dition in the middle of next 
week, ANSA news agency 
cited the Turkish ambas- 
sador as saying Saturday. 


Two Turkish couriers 
arrived in Rome earlier Sat- 
urday to hand over the 
extradition file to Turkey’s 
ambassador in Italy, Inal 
Batu. 

The 900-page extradition 
file reportedly includes ver- 
dicts given by Turkish 
courts as well as docu- 
ments, video tapes and pho- 
tographs implicating 
Ocalan and his PKK in 
crimes. 

Attorneys representing 
the Turkish envoy to Italy, 
Augusto Sinagra and Attilio 
Caroselli. said they would 
appeal to Italy’s highest 
appeals court after a lower 
court put Ocalan under 
house arrest 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Over 7,000 candidates to compete 
in Syrian legislative elections 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Nearly 7.400 candidates will 
compete Monday for the 250 
seats in Syria's parliament, the 
People’s Assembly, in legisla- 
tive elections expected to be 
dominated by the pro-govern- 
ment coalition. 

Some 127 seats reserved for 
labourers and farmers will be 
fought by over 4,000 prospec- 
tive lawmakers while the 
remaining candidates will 
contest 123 seats set aside for 
other sectors of the 15-miI- 
lion-strong population. Interi- 
or Minister Mohammad 
Harba saicL 

Ptesident Hafez Assad’s 
National Progressive Front 
(NPF), which has won a 
majority of seats at the six leg- 
islative elections since Assad 
came to power 2$ years ago. 
has "every chance of win- 
ning" for a seventh time, 
diplomats here say. 


The NPF coalition of seven 
parties headed by the ruling 
Baaih Arab Socialist Party 
will present 167 candidates. 

At the last elections in 
August 1994. all 167 of the 
NPFs candidates were elect- 
ed. the remaining 83 seats 
going to “independents." 

A large number of wealthy 
businessmen and profession- 
als with vague manifestos are 
running for the independent 
seats. 

Some of the candidates, 
whose faces and names are 
pasted all over the capital, are 
spending hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars on their cam- 
paigns, inviting voters to their 
homes for coffee and cakes. 

At the home of a wealthy 
chocolate maker. Adrian 
Dakhakhni, friends and sup- 
porters are treated roa full din- 
ner. 

One of few candidates with 


a detailed list of electoral 
promises is 52-year-old busi- 
nessman and current member 
of parliament Riad Seif, who 
is campaigning for “greater 
freedom of expression, lower 
unemployment and restructur- 
ing the economy." 

Seif, who secured the largest 
number of votes for an inde- 
pendent candidate in the 1994 
elections, told AFP he is opti- 
mistic that he can live up to his 
promises because he feels a 
“political will" among Syrian 
officials “to make the most of 
the country’s human 
resources." 

Another contestant, Aref 
Hanano. who has published 
his manifesto in three official 
Damascus daily newspapers 
wants to “improve wages, 
raise the standard of living, 
reduce taxes for the workers 
and put more weight on social 
issues.’’ 


But there are few candidates 
representing political parties 
outside the National Progres- 
sive Front coalition such as 
current member of parliament 
and doctor Basil Dahdouh 
representing the secular, pan- 
Arab Syrian National Party. 

Meanwhile, the official 
press is publishing mare and 
more announcements of elec- 
toral meetings with NPF can- 
didates in the run up to Satur- 
day when electioneering clos- 
es. 

Around 6.6 million voting 
card holders across the coun- 
try’s 15 governorates will 
each vote Monday horn lists 
for a number of candidates in 
a one chance majority vote to 
elect deputies for parliament's 
next four year term. 

Nearly 8,500 voting centres 
have been set up across the 
country in schools, factories 
and public buildings. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran considers Norway diplomacy request 

TEHRAN (AFj — ban said Saturday it is considering an official 
request from Norway to upgrade diplomatic ties strained three 
years ago over Tehran's death threat against author Salman 
Rushdie. Foreign Ministry spokesman, Hamid Reza Asefi, said 
Tehran detected “a transformation in the Norwegian outlook" on 
Iran, the official Islamic Republic News Agency reported. It quot- 
ed him as saying that Norway had submitted an official request 
to exchange ambassadors. Norway withdrew its ambassador to 
Iran in July 1995. leaving diplomatic representation at a lower 
leveL Iran recalled its ambassador the previous year to protest 
what it called Oslo’s hostile attitude. A statement from the foreign 
minisoy in Oslo said Norway was ready to appoint a new ambas- 
sador to Tehran after Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi in 
September guaranteed that his government would not support 
any steps to cany out the death order against Rushdie. 

Tran takes action against sanctjons-busters’ 

TEHRAN (.AFP) — The Iranian navy announced cm Saturday 
that it had intercepted a number of bools in its territorial waters 
over recent days carrying cargo for Iraq in violation of UN. sanc- 
tions. The navy impounded another vessel earlier this month, but 
a court order later forced it to release it the official news agency 
ERNA said. Iran has angrily denied US. charges that it turns a 
blind eye to Iraq's efforts to get round the crippling UN. embar- 
go imposed following its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Bahrain says islands dispute with Qatar over 

DUBAI (AFP) — Qatar's claim to the disputed Hawar islands is 
without basis and the matter is effectively over now that the Inter- 
national Court of Justice (ICI) Is adjudicating the dispute, a 
Bahraini official said in an interview published Saturday. 
“There's no longer any basis [to Qatar’s claim] concerning 
Bahrain's sovereignty on the Hawar islands,” Bahraini Informa- 
tion Minister Mohammad A1 Mutawa said in Satutday’s edition 
of the Al Hayat newspaper. Qatari officials refused comment on 
Mutawa - s statement, with one confirming only that the matter 
was under consideration by the 1CJ in the Hague, the “compeletu 
body" to adjudicate the dispute. 

PKK, T\irkish agents battle in Cyberspace 

ISTANBUL (.AFP) — The publishers of an Internet website ded- 
icated to lobbying for the release of Kurdish rebel leader Abdul- 
lah Ocalan have complained of hum-handed interference 
attempts from the Turkish secret service MTT. In an e-mail dis- 
tributed to its mailing list and received Saturday in Istanbul, the 
Centre for Kurdish Political Studies tCPKSl claimed MIT agents 
posing as technical staff from its Internet service provider had 
attempted to convince them to change their passwonl in order to 
tap into the site and change its content. “Hi - please change your 
passw ord to PKK432I for a security problem," the e-mail mes- 
sage from the "technical staff' read, according to CKP5. “The e- 
mail is easily traceable back to www.miLgov.tr." the publishers 
said 


Iranian minister vows 
to track down killers 
of opposition leader 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
Interior Minister Abdul Vahed 
Musavi Lari vowed on Satur- 
day to track down and arrest 
the killers of nationalist oppo- 
sition leader Dariush Foruhar 
and his wife. 

"This case will definitely be 
clarified. We will not hesitate 
for one moment. You will see 
that H will soon be discovered 
and the people will be 
informed," Musavi Lari told a 
press conference. 

"The government is deter- 
mined to get to the root of the 
matter and deal with the cul- 
prits whoever they may be or 
whatever their position,” he 
said 

Foruhar, the leader of the 
Iranian Nation's Party, a 
movement banned but tolerat- 
ed, and his wife, Parvaneh. 
were stabbed to death in their 
Tehran home over the week- 
end by intruders posing as 
guests. 

Known for his strongly-held 
secular and nationalist views, 
Foruhar. a former labour min- 
ister, had been a strong critic 
of the Islamic regime. 

Musavi Lari said he had 
been given instructions to 
“seriously pursue the case" by 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and President 
Mohammad Khatami. 

“I assure you that the entire 
regime is behind ibe drive to 
soTve the case with authority. 
They see the bitter incident as 
a move ro fight the regime." 
he said 

"Some unclean, known or 
unknown hands are behind 
this attempt to destroy the 
new atmosphere of law and 
order which the government 


advocates," die minister 
added 

He said a committee has 
been set up at the country's 
national security council to 
pursue the matter. The com- 
mittee held a five-hour meet- 
ing on Friday and “some dues 
have been found," be said 

“Several people have been 
arrested and are being interro- 
gated and some others are 
being sought Their arrest 
may help us find the truth," 
Musavi Lari said 

But he said the authorities 
were still weighing various 
theories behind the murder 
case. “So far, we have no pref- 
erence. I can't make a final 
judgement’" the minister said 

Earlier a group of about 700 
academics and liberal opposi- 
tion sympathisers signed a 
joint letter denouncing the 
murder of Foruhar and his 
wife. 

“Once again the criminal 
hands of the enemies of free- 
dom have savagely killed a 
hero and his combatant wife." 
the 673 signatories said in 
their letter published in the 
moderate paper EttelaaL 

Signatories, who included 
former ministers and promi- 
nent professionals dose to 
Iran's liberal opposition 
movement announced they 
would gather on Monday in a 
central Tehran mosque close 
to the victims' home. 

The murder has caused 
uproar in Iran, with Khatami 
denouncing it us a “repulsive 
crime” and ordering a special 
probe into the case, even 
though Foruhar was one of 
the Islamic regime's most out- 
spoken domestic critics. 
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ANTI-OCALAN PROTEST IN BERLIN: Several thousand demonstrators waving 
Turkish flags and protest placards gather Saturday in downtown Berlin demand- 
ing the extradition of Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan to 
Turkey or to Germany. The placard reads “Murderer Ocalan most be brought to 
court-' The detention of Ocalan in Italy and Germany’s decision not to ask for his 
extradition has caused diplomatic tension between Rome, Bonn and Ankara over 
the last two weeks (AFP photo) 


Cyprus insists on deploying 
Russian missiles on its soil 


LARNACA (AP) — The S- 
300 anti-aircraft missiles that 
Cyprus has bought from Rus- 
sia will be deployed in 
Cyprus as planned despite 
Turkish threats and Greek 
disapproval, the Cypriot for- 
eign minister said Saturday. 

The minister, Yiannakis 
Cassoulides, made the com- 
ments on his return from a 
Greek-Cyprus summit in 
Athens where the two coun- 
tries failed to agree on the 
final destination of the mis- 
siles. 

The Greek government is 
against the deployment of the 
missiles in Cyprus to avoid 
being dragged into hostilities 
with Turkey, which has 
threatened to use military 
force ro prevent the deploy- 
ment 

A Turkish action will auto- 
matically involve Greece 


under its joint defence pact 
with Cyprus. 

During the Athens summit 
Friday, Greek Premier Costas 
Simitis proposed setting up 
the missiles on the Greek 
island of Crete. 

But Cypriot President Glaf- 
cos derides refused to budge. 

The media in Greece and 
Cyprus described the talks as 
“stormy.” Cassoulides said 
the matter will be discussed 
by the National Council, the 
Greek Cypriot policy-making 
body, which had initially 
decided last summer on bas- 
ing the missiles in Cyprus. 

Cassoulides said that deci- 
sion “is still valid.” Simitis, 
the Greek premier, also 
acknowledged that the final 
word rests with Cyprus. “In 
this case, and any other case, 
the Cyprus government will 
decide and there will be con- 


sultations with Greece before 
hand.” 

Cyprus has been criticised 
by the United States and the 
European Union for its stand. 
The missiles are expected to 
delivered in a month or two. 

Cassoulides said Cyprus is 
ready to cooperate with the 
international community for 
the reduction of tensions on 
the island through its demili- 
tarisation proposal, which is 
rejected by Turkey, and inten- 
sified efforts for the island’s 
reunification. 

Cyprus has been split into a 
Greek. Cypriot controlled 
south and a Turkish-occupied 
north since Turkey invaded 
and occupied its northern 
third in 1974. A breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot state in the 
north Ls only recognised by 
Ankara which maintains 
35,000 troops there. 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14^0 JxhMball Mulch 

, 16:35 _....Vid Kids 

17:10 The American Oiart Show 
18:00 French Programme — “Lc 
Grand Secref 

19:00 — Lc Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

1 19i30 New'S Headlines 

19:33 .The Brrtlas Empire 

20:00 ....Frendi programme- AFriqru: 
20:30 ...Drama - WaJter.Tcus Ranger 
21:15 Doc. - Fanning and Ecrlogy 

21:30 Behind ihc Scenes 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-series - Nothing lasts 

• for Ever 

• 23:10 ...Drama - Doogie Houser 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


23:59 

End ofT-X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:50 


06:11 

t Sunrisej Duha 

1134 

Dhuhr 

14:13 


1636 


1738 

‘L*;ha 


CHURCHES 

Sl Mary' of Nazareth Church 
Swdfiefe Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

.Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

Sl Afirem Syrian Orthodox 


Church Tel. 477175 1 . 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

CJerman-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church or Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 
The Ifniate CathoGc Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 477 1331 

The Armenian Orthodox 

Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied In- the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures will drop slightly, 
with skies partly cloudy. Light 
showers are expected over moun- 
tainous areas, and winds south- 
easterly to westerly light to mod- 
erate. In Aijaiu. it will be occa- 


sionally dusty, cloudy, winds 
northerly moderate to active, and 
seas calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 

Amman. 14/22 

Aqaba 17/26 

Deserts. >..12/23 

Jordan Valley 19/24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 23. Aqaba 29 Humidity- 
readings: Amman 33 per cent 
Aqaba 43 pcrccnL 
Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 

Ajloun .09/15 

Jerash 11/22 

Urn Qays 10/17 

Madaba - 10/20 

Petra 09/20 

Dead Sea 14/23 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Ramadan.. 5358723 

Dr. Nidal DahJeh 5827 1 95 

Dr. Osama HusseinL...5347289 
Dr. Sa’idTawfiq .4788285 

AMMAN; 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy ..4656730 

Mayadah Pharmacy 5537004 

RuknAl Dawa Pharmacy .5536169 


IRB1D: 

Dr. LutG Shalabi (02)241798 

Fou'ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib Atallah (09)994424 

Palestine Pharmacy... .(09)983562 


HOSPITALS 
AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre — 5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

KhaJidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

EMERGEN CUES Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Mai emily .4642362 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 Malhas. J. Amman. .>....4636140 

Civil Defence Deportment — 5661 1 1 1 Palestine, Shmcisani 560707 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue Shmdsani Hospital ...^..5607431 

- - 4630341 Jordan Hospital 5607550 

Civil Defence Emergency. 1 99 University Hospital 5353444 

RcsarFbtice 192.4621111.4637777 Al-Muasher Hospital -5667227/9 

Fire Brigade .4617101 Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Blood Bank. .4775121 Italian. AJ-Muhajrecn ..4777101/3 

Highway Police 5343402 Al-Bashir. .47751 1 1/26 

Traffic Police .4896390 Army. Marka .489161 1/15 

Public Security DepL .4630321 Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 Amal Hospital ^..5607155 

Price Complaints 566 1176 Al Amal Cancer Centre ...5353000 

WaS: SeuOTpC«npfairis_4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints ZARQA: 

— .47871 1 1 Zarqa Govl Hospital .109)983323 

Telephone Information ( directory Zarqa National Hospital „..J09)900560 

assistance) 121 Ibn Sina Hospital (09)98673! 

Overseas Calls _0132 Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

Central Amman Telephone (09)990990 

Repairs 4623101 

AWali Tel. Repairs 5661101 IRBQ); 

Jordan Television .4773 1 1 1 Princess 8asma Hospital ...-(02)275555 

Radio Jordan .4774 1 1 1 Roman Caihoiic Hospital J02) 272275 

Water Authority 5680100 Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital 

J. Electricity Authority ..5815615 (02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Electric Power Co. .4636381 Rosaty Sisters Hospital 

RJ Flight lnformau'on....44-53200 (02)7102831, (02)7102011 

Queen Alta Inti. Airpon ....44-53200 Speciality Hospital 402)7103100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
103)201411] 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport Tel. (44) 53200-5. 
when it should al\niys Ik verified. 
Information on other flights cart be 
supplied on phone (44) (52700). 
Information on Royal Wings flights 
am he supplied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:10 ..-Bangkok, Shariqah (RJ) 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 — Jeddah (RJ) 

08-250 JDhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:00 — Beirut (RJ) 

09£0 ... Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17*45 London (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:05 ..... Athens (RJ) 

18:25 — Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

J9t40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

22:40 Brussels (RJ) 

22£0 -Vienna. Aqaba (RJ) 

23:59 . — — Cairo (RJ) 

23259 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
01:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


02-30 Teddah (add) (RJ) 

Other FKglrts 

07^5 Dubai (EK) 

102J0 Jeddah (SV) 

1 22)0 Moscow (SU) 

12:00 ......Sanaa (IY) 

12130 — Abu Dhabi (GFj 

14:45 Doha(QR) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:05 — Paris (AF) 

20:25 .....Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 -Cairo (MS) 

23:10 — Istanbul (TK) 

01:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:15 .London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09 JO Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:30 Tef Am (arriving at QAIA) (RW) 
16:00 Aqaba (aniving at Marka 
AirportXRW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA)(RW) 

19 JO Haifa ( amvli^ at QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 ....Aqaba ( arriving at Maria 
AhpatHRWi 


DEPARTLTRES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:20 ...Beirut (RJ) 

05:20 ....Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 

09d5 - -Frankfurt (RJ) 

10:50 Aqaba, Vienna (RJ I 

11:00 — Munich. BrusselsiRJ) 

- — Rome (RJ) 

11:25 -Tonis, Casablanca (RJ) 
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11-50 -Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:15 Athens (RJ). 

12:15 .London (RJ) 

20 KM) Jeddah (add) (RJ), 

20:25 Cairo (RJ); 

20:35 New Delhi (R&> 

21:00 - Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) ' 
21^0 ......-.-.-Jeddah (add) (RJ) , 

00:10 .. JCuala Lumpur, Jakarta (JO) 

00:20 Sanaa (RJl i 

00:20 Bangkok (RI)j 

01 JO Damascus (RJ). 

02KW Jeddah (RJ), 


Japanese team discu 
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Other Fligjrts 

07:25 JFrankfintfLH) .. . — u«-innuct« 

07^5 -JDamascus, London (BA) inv estmenr climi 

07:25 -ft ris(Af) n»e«a^™ c ™» 

0&55 ..._Abu Dhabi. Dubai (EKI 
12KK) Jeddah (SV)* 

13:20 Doha (Of) 

13:30 — . Moscow (SU) 

13:30 Sanaa 0Y); 

15-35 Doha(QRJ 

20KK) Beirut (h® 


W-VU « . 

21:15 .TcIAviv(L.Y). 

21:40 Cairo 

02:15 ArasleidarafKU 

04:45 Alewndria.CB.^ . 

Royal Wings (RW) _ 

07.00 Aqaba (ftwu Maria 
(RW) .. 

0830 Aqaba (Bran Mate Air- 

port) (RW) ' ' 

08:15 -Tel Aviv (from QAIAHKW. 
16:15 Haifa (from Maria Aiipad) 

(rw) : ^ ‘ 

17d» Haifa (from QAIA) 

1830 Td Aviv (fiom Marta Anp«w 

(RW) 

2030 Aqatat ffresn Man» 

port) (RW) 
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Godfrey Jansen, 
veteran journalist, 
dies at age 79 


If; 

i 

>4 

k 

i« 

ftp, 

% 

4s 

fe- 

iftt 
ij. 
litV f* 

4. 

■lit 

4 

% 

% 

*UC 

ia 

•loti 

ifUT 

ik 

»k- 

«.* 

ra 

ike 

1-jjhe 

enifit; 

rat* 

i£i& 

i.'t'iJ 

iW 

i. 

■'hi 
■r • at| 

t ri 1 
al 
•’0 E| 

d ti 

-iiW -l 

tudcas !> 

' 

r tel 

’’Bit' 

J-reh 

white 

pk 

t 

;3fl« 
,i.‘ to 
irdii 
.9 3 

;JI.O 

f 

ji-r-7* 

r. 

jjcrni 

.■ivJ* 

4.«P 

U-Jf 


■i- 

d : f: 

L>^ 


_^MMAN (J.T.) — Indian 
journalist Godfrey Jansen, 
a long-time contributor of 
commentaries to the Jordan 
Tunes, died Thursday at the 
age of 79-in Nicosia. 

Jansen was bom in Akyab 
in Burma, where his father 
was- collector of customs 
tortbeArakan coast 
By bis high school years, 
Ibe Jansen family had 
moved to Bangalore in 
South India. 

Jansen earned his BA. in 
English language and liter- 
ature with honours ar 
Madras Christian College 
jn Tanbaram. 

IBs first job was at the 
Calcutta station of All India 
Radio (“reading among 
other things a recipe for 
upside-down cake," he 
once said). He taught at the 
government college in 
Raj'ahmundry before join- 
ing the Indian Air Force as 
an official war correspon- 
dent 

After World War II, he 
joined the National Herald 
as a journalist and from 
there opted for the foreign 
service, during which he 
was posted to Cairo , the 
United Nations in New 
York, Jakarta, Istanbul and 
Beirut as a press attach^. As 
a foreign service officer, he 
went to the Bandung Con- 
ference, attended by Jawa- 
hadal Nehru, Gamal Abdul 
Nasser and Chou en Lai. 

In Beirut, Jansen served 
as charge d'affaires during 
the fust civil war in the late 
1950s. During this time, he 
was awarded the Order of 
the Cedars (officer rank) 
far his work and was also 
mentioned by name in the 
Indian parliament by Prime 
Minister Nehru. 


Jansen’s connection with 
Jordan began in 194S, 
when he visited Jerusalem 
during the Arab-Israeli war. 

In 1959, he joined The 
Statesman and served for 
more than 10 years as their 
West Asia correspondent. 
In 1970. he became the 
“Levant correspondent” for 
The Economist, serving 18 
years during which he 
expanded his area of cover- 
age to the entire Muslim 
World. 

Jansen met His Majesty 
King Hussein and HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan sev- 
eral times during this peri- 
od and visited Jordan on 
many occasions. One such 
occasion was King Hus- 
sein’s Silver Jubilee, at 
which time Jansen inter- 
viewed His Majesty and 
was presented with a Silver 
Jubilee medal by the King. 

He also wrote for Middle 
East International, reported 
for The Deccan Herald of 
Bangalore for 15 years and 
contributed regular articles 
to the Los Angeles Tunes. 
He also contributed from 
his most recent base in 
Cyprus to the Times of 
India. 

Jansen's published books 
are Afro- Asia and Non- 
Alignment; Zionism, Israel 
and Asian Nationalism; 
Why Robert Kennedy was 
Killed; and Militant Islam. 
He co-authored with his 
wife the fust book on 
Israel’s 19S2 invasion of 
Lebanon. The Battle of 
Beirut 

Jansen is survived by his 
wife Michael, also a jour- 
nalist and their daughter 
Marya, a zoologist and 
writer who lives with her 
husband in Virginia. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordanian expo opens in UAE 

ABU DHABI (WAM) — The wife of die UAE president and 
daiiperson of the UAE women’s federation, Sheikha Fatima 
Bint Mubarak, Saturday inaugurated a four-day Jordanian exhi- 
bition organised by the federation and the Queen Aha Fund. 
Sheikha Fatima said the UAE and Jordan have taken peat 
Slides towards joint cooperation in social and women’s work, 
adding that the next year would witness further development in 
lies, Sheikha Fatima expressed her admiration of the traditional 
tadanian dresses and Islamic pottery on display. She invited the 
Jordanian women’s delegation to visit the handicraft and envi- 
ronment centre at the federation's premises. Sbadya Nasser, 
advisor of HRH Princess Basma acting executive director of the 
QAF. thanked Sheikha Fatima for her patronage of the exhibi- 
tor] and her support far the fund’s humanitarian and social 
atfvaies. 

Chinese delegation meets with official 

AMMAN (Para) — The head of a 15-member Chinese eco- 
nomic delegation Saturday said the team’s visit to Jordan ai m s 
at examining tbs investment climate in the country and dis- 
missing prospects for bilateral cooperation. Tin Hai Ping, presi- 
dent of the commission of Foreign Economic Relations and 
Trade of Anhui Province; said the climate for investment in Jor- 
dan is particularly good in the Qualifying Industrial Zone near 
M»dL Speaking during a meeting with the secretary general of 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade. Mohammad Hak uq a h , Tin 
noted that the balance of trade is currently in China’s favour but 
said the “good” b ilater al trade relations can be further expand- 
ed. Bor his part, Halaiqah urged Chinese businesses to invest in 
the QE. stressing that C hina and Jordan could launch joint 
investment projects in electronics, oil shale exploitation, manu- 
fitturing and textiles. 


Bat^ji, Japanese team discuss tourism 



«y met with a team of Japanese experts repre&euuiig ur 
^ national Cooperation Agency (JICA) to discuss plans for 
^Qmotingthfttc ^iri^ industry in Jordan. At the mee ting, 

^ also attended by officials from various ministries concerned 
the tourism sector, Biltaji said Jordan is currently exerting 
^eusiye efforts to promote the industry and is seeking to create 

tn iiniiunuia .-ltmah* fiv inVfiStOB. 



* Japanese team manners presenau ^ ^ 

i^roveraent based on their study of Jordan's potential ana cus- 
used rneasmys to be taken in tins regard. 

Jadi meets with Sudanese minister 


g tin three-day visit, the Sudanese mmwo 
fc’s experience in matters related to pobce, 
assorts. The meeting was aD^ b yttemms^ s»^ 

sides.. 



Britain’s Prince Edward, Queen Elizabeth’s third son, Saturday receives flowers 
from a young Jordanian girl, Hana Zabri, at the opening of British Food Week in 
Amman. Prince Edward is in Jordan for a three-day official visit ( Reuters photo) 

Prince Edward opens design expo 


AMMAN (J.T.J — Prince 
Edward of Britain Saturday 
opened the British Design 
and Packaging Exhibition 
at the Intercontinental 
Hotel in Amman and 
inspected the items on dis- 
play. 

In remarks at the opening 
ceremony. Prince Edward 
underlined the importance 
of design and packaging in 


marketing goods abroad. 

Items on display, includ- 
ing machinery' and equip- 
ment used in printing and 
packaging, were produced 
by local firms and Jordan- 
ian agents of British manu- 
facturers. 

The minisiers of industry 
and trade, youth and 
tourism were on hand to 
welcome Prince Edward. 


who later opened "A Taste 
of Britain” week at Ahlia 
Abella superstore. The 
exhibition displays a wide 
range of British foods. 

Prince Edward, who 
arrived Friday on a three- 
day visit to Jordan, is 
expected to open an exhibi- 
tion on Sunday celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of the 
British Council in Jordan. 


Regent, Prince Edward 
present Crown Prince 
Award to students 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
and Prince Edward of 
Britain on Saturday pre- 
sented the CrowD Prince 
Award to 75 students at the 
Amman Baccalaureate 
School. 

In remarks at the presen- 
tation ceremony. the 
Regent said die award 
reflects the meaning of 
family, responsibility and 
unity, stressing that “the 
real picture of our country 
which we look forward to 
reflecting exists in the heart 
and mind." 

"The prize is a bridge to 
qualified participation in a 
society that does not dis- 
criminate between any- 
one.” Prince Hassan told 


the ceremony, which was 
attended by Their Royal 
Highnesses Princesses 
Sumaya and Rahma as well 
as a number of ministers 
and senior officials. 

The Regent said it is 
important to maintain con- 
tact with Jordanians living 
abroad in order to encour- 
age them to sene their 
country properly. 

He stressed the impor- 
tance of developing educa- 
tion in the civil and military 
fields based on transparen- 
cy, accountability and self- 
evaluation. The Regent 
added char development 
depends on the land, human 
resources and economy. 

Prince Hassan said His 
Majesty King Hussein 
phoned him recently and 


reassured him of his health. 

He praised the efforts of 
the education minisny. 
universities and other 
organisations, and the 
office responsible for the 
award ro support and devel- 
op the prize. 

He also called on the 
young generation to over- 
come future challenges and 
take responsibility for help- 
ing build Jordanian society. 

The Regent suggested 
that the sponsors of the 
award evaluate it annually 
and send a report to him 
and to the prize’s board. 

The Crown Prince Award 
was established 14 years 
ago to recognise voluntary 
sport and other activities 
that contribute to the coun- 
try’s development. 


Investigation under way into 
apparent suicide of Iraqi 

Feud in Madaba leaves 2 dead, 6 injured 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — The authorities 
are investigating the shooting 
death of a 50-year-old Iraqi 
national, whose body was 
found Saturday in the back- 
yard of his home in Tla’a Ali, 
accenting to official sources. 

Imad A., an Iraqi busi- 
nessperson, was shot once in 
the head, the source said, 
adding that coroners found a 
gun next to the victim’s 
body. 

•■Initial investigations of 
the murder scene point to a 
possible suicide." the source 
told the Jordan Times Satur- 
day evening. 

The source added that the 
victim left a note stating that 
he intended to commit sui- 
cide. The source would not 


elaborate. 

The victim’s body was 
transferred to the National 
Institute for Forensic Medi- 
cine for an autopsy, the 
source said. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times yesterday 
declined comment and said 
they were investigating the 
incident 

Meanwhile, police in Mad- 
aba govemorate are ques- 
tioning four families, all 
from the same tribe in the 
town of Faisalieh. following 
a shooting incident on Friday 
which left two dead and six 
others injured, an official 
source said. 

A Madaba resident said the 
father of one of the people 
killed died of a heart attack 
on Saturday. 


According to one source, 
the family members opened 
fire on each other Friday 
evening following an argu- 
ment over old feuds. The 
source said some of the per- 
petrators used machine guns. 

“The same family has been 
involved in continuous feuds 
for the past 10 years, and this 
is not die first time that they 
have fought with each other ” 
a Madaba resident said. 

Last year, the resident 
added, a similar feud in the 
same family left two people 
injured. 

Another source said the 
two people killed in the inci- 
dent were aged 28 and 32. 
adding that one of the six 
injured was admitted to King 
Hussein Medical Centre and 
is listed in critical condition. 


Following arrival in Amman from Iraq 

U.S. humanitarian group urges 
UNSCOM members to resign 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An American 
human rights group has called on U.N. 
Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
members to resign from their posts as 
an act of conscience to protest the 
sanctions regime on Iraq. 

“We gave a lerrer to UNSCOM ask- 
ing them ro consider resigning out of 
moral outrage.” said Voices in the 
Wilderness mission leader Kathy 
Kelly. “They must see that they are 
used as the pretext of a strike against 
Iraq... That was never part of the 
cease-fire resolution, but that is what 
is happening now." 

Members of Voices in the Wilder- 
ness. engaged in a six-year campaign 
to have the eight-year sanctions on 
Iraq, which reportedly have resulted in 
the death of more than half a million 
Iraqi children, partially or fully lifted, 
presemed a letter to UNSCOM 
Deputy Director Jaakko Ylitalo during 
a 1 2-day trip to Iraq urging UNSCOM 
personnel to rethink their mission. 

“The work of disarmament is impor- 
tant, yet we believe UNSCOM's 
efforts are being used to justify the 
continuation of crippling sanctions 
and possible military strikes," the let- 
ter said. “In our view, as long as sanc- 
tions continue their devastation on the 
Iraqi people, there are bound to be 
other crises over weapons inspec- 
tions.” 

“There are deep divisions within the 
Clinton administration over the use of 
military force in Iraq. The resignation 
of one or more UNSCOM members 
would greatly strengthen the hand of 
those who advocate a diplomatic solu- 
tion to this conflict” the Voices group 
said. “Such a public act would also 
focus world attention on the weapons 
of mass destruction that sanctions 


themselves have become." 

"Last month. [U.N. Assistant Secre- 
tary General] Denis Halliday resigned, 
as an act of conscience over sanc- 
tions... A similar resignation by an 
UNSCOM official could avert an 
apparently inevitable military attack 
and serve the cause of peace. We know 
that the courageous act of one person 
can positively influence the course of 
world events. We ask each of you to 
consider taking such a step.” 

The Voices campaign has made IS 
dips to Iraq since sanctions were intro- 
duced in 1990 to bring much needed 
medicine and medical supplies to Iraqi 
hospitals. During their most recent 
mission, they also met Caroline Cross, 
special assistant to the UNSCOM 
director, and Hans Von Sponeck, who 
replaced Denis Halliday as the oil for 
food programme coordinator. 

Halliday resigned in anger at the 
U.N. sanctions policy. 

“Sanctions are starving to death 
6.000 Iraqi infants every month,” Hal- 
liday said upon his resignation in 
October. "And (they! are turning a 
whole generation against the West. I 
no longer want to be a part of that." 

But Kelly, head of Voices’ most 
recent initiative, said the group has 
returned with the impression that 
UNSCOM personnel believe humani- 
tarian and moral Issues do not lay 
within the boundaries of their man- 
date. 

"They simply tell us that [the 
humanitarian aspect] is not their job,” 
Kelly said yesterday after the group 
arrived in Amman from Iraq. 

As with the previous 17 trips, the 
group returned with repons of a mas- 
sive humanitarian crisis. 

“Even under oii-for-food. hospitals 


don't report that they have all the med- 
icine that they need" said Ken Han- 
naford-Ricardi. “A hospital in Basra 
says that they have only 30-35 per cent 
of the medicine they need. But even 
that is somewhat irrelevant because 
they can’t maintain refrigeration and 
storage systems properly. In Basra, 
you can be without electricity for up to 
12 hours a day.” 

U.S. laws prohibit Americans from 
dealing with Iraq and provide for 
imprisonment terms of up to 12 years 
or a fine of SI million. Although no 
member of any mission has been pros- 
ecuted, one has reported that her pass- 
port was confiscated — a strategy she 
said was later rethought — and anoth- 
er claimed that authorities confiscated 
a series of photographs of ill children 
and abysmal hospital conditions and 
footage recorded by CNN of a Voices 
press conference on arrival in Detroit. 

The group says it believes that 
“U.N. -U.S.” economic sanctions are 
raising important freedom of informa- 
tion and free speech issues in the U.S. 

During their latest mission, which 
began just as the U.S. prepared to 
strike Iraq two weeks ago, the group 
said several American news organisa- 
tions interviewed them and attended 
their tours of hospitals. 

“But in the U.S., no one picked up 
the story,” said Kelly. “We fmd it dan- 
gerous that there is self-censorship 
concerning this issue. Political powers 
want the people of the United States to 
believe that Saddam Hussein is the 
only person in Iraq.” 

“We believe that there are deliberate 
decisions not to show [the suffering] 
of Iraqis,” she said. "Democracy suf- 
fers when crucial information does not 
reach people.” 
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HOLMS 

Ii Will “Die WinKrtOse” (The Winter 
ah subtides in English) at the National 
on Monday Nov. 30 at 6:00 


P-ttL 


lambeuf' at the Bench Cultural Centre, 
L on Monday Nov. 30 at 6:30 pm and 


CONCERT 

* “Crazy About Georgs" by Malhrym Magestro 
( soprano) and John Ferguson (piano) at the Marriott 
Hold on Monday Nov. 30 at 8:00 pm 

PLAY 

* “Kind Chemo” fin Arabic) at Hassan Ibn Talal 
Auditorium, University of Jordan at 7:00 pm 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Oil paintings by Ali Najjar ai Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until Dec. 14. 

* The Temh Anniversary Exhibition of Contem- 
porary Arab .Artists at Darat Al Funua Jabal Weib- 
deh (TeL 464325 1/2, until Jan. 28. 

* Paintings by Farouq Hassan at Orfali .Art Gallery, 


Umm Uthaina (TeL 5526932), until Nov. 29. 

* Photography exhibition entitled ‘Windows and 
Doors” by Hani Hourani at Baladro Art Gallery. 
Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), until Dec. 18. 

* Display of Jordan River Foundation (JRF) 1998 
auwmn/wimer collection entitled “Falling Leaves” 
at trie JRFshowiwm, Jabal Amman (TeL 46 1308 1 L 
until Nov. 30. 


Ministry, UNESCO 
open ‘education 
for all’ workshop 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Education Sat- 
urday opened a training 
workshop on “education 
for all” in conjunction with 
the United Nations Educa- 
tional. Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation 

(UNESCO). 

The director of the min- 
istry’s General Education 
Department. Mahmoud 
Massad. said the work- 
shop’s theme conforms 
with a plan to highlight the 
role of education in com- 
bating poverty and the 
importance of linking 
vocational training with 
the needs of the local com- 
munity and the labour mar- 
ket. 

The workshop is in line 
with a 1992 UNESCO 
general conference held in 
Thailand entitled “Educa- 
tion for AU.” he added. 

Massad said the ministry 
is working to eradicate the 
pockets of illiteracy among 
people aged 50 and above. 

According to Massad. 
Jordan has lowered its illit- 
eracy rate to 13 per cent 
over the past few years and 
hopes to bring it down to 
less than 10 per cent by 
2000 through the work of 
nearly 400 adult education 


and literacy centres around 
the country. 

These centres have 
offered free education to 
nearly 350.000 people 
since the literacy pro- 
gramme was initiated in 
the early 1960s. he said. 

The educational system 
in Jordan is not concerned 
solely with eradicating 
illiteracy but also with pro- 
viding vocational training 
and linking it with the 
requirements of the labour 
market in order to help 
reduce unemployment, 
said Massad. 

Jordan is currently 
implementing the third 
phase of a plan for devel- 
oping education that 
addresses issues related ro 
protecting children from 
abuse and disease and 
offers them help in acquir- 
ing necessary skills, be 
added. 

According to Massad, 
the ministry provides 
opportunities for drop-outs 
to reach an educational 
level equivalent to the 
sixth grade, but learners 
can also pursue secondary 
education and obtain tawji- 
hi certificates, a prerequi- 
site for higher education. 


The Editor and Staff of the Jordan Times 
mourn the passing of their friend and colleague 

Godfrey Jansen 

• May his soul rest in peace. 


. “‘satii.- 


4 World News 


India’s Congress 
hammers BJP in 
state polls 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
Congress party swept to 
electoral victory in three 
key states Sunday, raising 
the prospect of a power 
struggle with the Hindu 
nationalist-led central gov- 
ernment. 

Congress leader Sonia 
Gandhi said she was in no 
hurry to oust the coalition 
government of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). which lost control of 
two bastion states and 
failed to wrest control of 
another. 

With most of the ballots 
from last Wednesday's polls 
in four states counted. 
Congress had won three- 
quarters of the assembly 
seats in Delhi and the west- 
ern state of Rajasthan and 
clinched a majority in the 
central state of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Although the elections in 
four states have no direct 
bearing on the central gov- 
ernment, speculation 
mounted that some of the 
eight-month-old coalition's 
partners could lose confi- 
dence in the BJP and jump 
ship. 

The BJP's parliamentary 
leaders began a conclave at 
3:30 p.m. ( 1000 GMT) and 
were due to meet their allies 
later. 

The Congress Working 
Committee planned to plot 


its next moves later in the 
day. but Gandhi made it 
clear that her party would 
tread carefully. 

My personal feeling is 
that we ought not to rush 
into certain situations, we 
have to consider the situa- 
tion properly," she told 
New Delhi Television. “We 
don't need to boast about 
this, I think we have to get 
down to work now." 

Jairara Ramesh, secretary 
of the Congress economic 
group, said the polls had 
brought a "very strong anti- 
BJP vote" because of the 
soaring prices of essential 
commodities. 

Anger over prices of sta- 
ples like onions and pota- 
toes overshadowed last 
May's nuclear tests, earlier 
thought to be a powerful 
political card for the BJP. 

Ramesh told a World 
Economic Forum luncheon 
meeting that Congress was 
in no position to form an 
alternative government 
from the fragmented ranks 
of the lower house of parlia- 
ment. 

"We don’t believe 
Congress party is now in a 
position to bring down the 
government. Our political 
reading is that we should 
come to power in a clean 
manner.” Ramesh said. 

Congress won 51 of the 
69 seats in the 70-member 


Delhi assembly for which 
voting took place, with the 
BJP at 15. In Rajasthan, it 
won 150 of the 195 seats 
and the BJP took just 33. 

In Madhya Pradesh. 
Congress took 163 of 320 
seats at stake. 

In Mizoram, the fourth 
state where elections were 
held last Wednesday, the 
Congress lost to two 
regional parties. But the 
state i is not considered cru- 
cial in national politics. 

Parliament’s winter ses- 
sion opens Monday and the 
Congress is getting strong 
signals from the 
Communists, who also bit- 
terly oppose the Hindu 
nationalist BJP. for a coor- 
dinated move to turn the 
heat up on the fragile coali- 
tion. 

Home (interior) Minister 
Lai Krishna Advani told 
reporters in the southern 
city of Madras that voters 
had voted against the state 
governments, not the cen- 
tre. 

“The verdict is certainly a 
matter which needs intro- 
spection and corrective 
action," he said. “The BJP 
government at the centre 
has performed well but 
because of various factors, 
the exorbitant rise in prices 
of essential commodities, it 
has affected the mood of the 
people." 



Jordan Times, Monday, November 30, 1998 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Feeding Third World cities 
alarms United Nations 


Garlanded Sonia Gandhi, president of India's main opposition Congress party, 
stands with supporters at her residence in New Delhi. The Congress party, eyeing a 
political comeback, swept to power In two key states and held on to its reins in anoth- 
er In the assembly elections held last week in four states (Reuters photo) 


Zemin wraps up Japan visit 
overshadowed by war history 


ROME (AFP) — The inex- 
orable spread of cities in 
the developing world is 
causing severe problems of 
keeping the population fed. 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) says in 
its latest annual report. 

For example. Dhaka, cap- 
ital of Bangladesh, has 
1,300 new mouths to fill 
every day. the United 
Nations body says, adding 
that those who flood to the 
cities in search for a better 
life do not often find iL 

By 2005 the world's 
urban population will have 
exceeded those living in 
rural areas, and in the next 
20 years 93 per cent of that 
population's growth will be 
in the Third World. 

In 2000, the world will 
have 20 cities of 10 million 
people or more. Six are on 
the American continent 
(New York, Los Angeles, 
Mexico City. Rio de 
Janeiro. Sao Paulo and 
Buenos Aires), two in 
Africa (Lagos and Cairo), 
and 12 in Asia (Tokyo, 
Osaka, Seoul, Beijing. 
Tianjin. Shanghai. Manila, 
Dhaka, Calcutta. New 
Delhi, Karachi and 
Bombay). 

By 2015 there will be 
half-a-dozen ' more 

(Hangzhou, Jakarta, 

Hyderabad. Lahore. Tehran 
and Istanbul). Apart from 
the last, which is half in 
Europe, all are in Asia. ; 

Such a megalopolis 


requires 6.000 tonnes of 
food a day, the FAO said, 
involving coordination 
between producers, trans- 
porters. wholesalers and 
distributors, including retail 
shops, street sellers and 
markets. 

But it warned that while 
-the cities were expanding 
the infrastructure was not 
keeping up. With the urban 
area of developing coun- 
tries doubling in 10 to 15 
years, the result would be 
anarchic and illegal con- 
struction. shanty towns, 
overcrowding, corruption, 
sickness from poor sanitary 
conditions and inflation due 
(o the increase in middle- 
men. 

According to World Bank 
estimates, the number of 
impoverished city dwellers 
will mushroom from 400 
million in 1990 to one bil- 
lion in 2000. 

Such poor households can 
spend between 60 per cent 
and 80 per cent of their 
income just on feeding 
themselves. This is 30 per 
cent more than rural fami- 
lies. and their diet is inferi- 
or, the FAO said. 

Attracted by the hope of a 
better life in one or two 
generations, as well as 
enjoying benefits like run- 
ning water, sanitation and 
health services, country' 
dwellers who move to the 
city can equally well find 
themselves far from mar- 
kets, without transport and 


eating contaminated food in 
overcrowded conditions. 

While private enterprise 
and individuals sell and dis- 
tribute food, municipal 
authorities tend to provide 
the roads, warehouses and 
market facilities. 

But much of this infra- 
structure is badly sited, 
costly and unfit for its pur- 
pose, the FAO said. 

in Africa, for instance, 
wholesale markets are often 
stuck on the edge of towns 
and lack the basic equip- 
ment needed. The result is 
goods stolen or lost, 
unhealthy conditions, and 
no refrigeration. 

Grain is often piled up in 
the open air and losses 
reach unacceptable levels. 

In Asia or Latin America 
on the other hand city cen- 
tre markets pollute the 
environment with their 
waste, and surrounding 
roads are blocked by deliv- 
ery trucks. 

Almost everywhere 
wholesalers form cosy car- 
tels which enable them to 
charge exorbitant prices, 
the FAO report said. 

It stressed the important 
role played by small mar- 
kets and street vendors, 
which create employment 
and provide a service to the 
poorest inhabitants. In 
Caracas, for instance, pro- 
duce bought on the street 
represents 20 to 25 per cent 
of household expenditure 
on food. 


SAPPORO, Japan (AFP) — 
Chinese President Jiang 7em\n 
Sunday wrapped up a landmark 
visit to Japan which Was 
maned by his failure to. get a 
written apology for Tokyo’s 
wartime atrocities. 

The Chinese leader spent his 
last full day in Japan visiting a 
monument to great Chinese 
writer Lu Xun in the city of 
Sendai and meeting with agri- 
culture experts in this snow- 
covered capital of northern 
Hokkiado Island. 

But his focus on farming and 
culture to round off his land- 
mark six-day visit was heavily 
overshadowed by the brutal 
1937-45 Japanese aggression in 
China. 

Jiang had been pushing hard 
for a foil, written apology from 
Japan to mark his trip — the 
fina by a Chinese president 
since the two Asian powers 
reestablished diplomatic ties in 
1972 — but he received only a 
verbal apology for Japan’s 
aggr ession at his Tokyo summit 
Thursday with Prime Minister 
Keizo ObuchL 

A written joint declaration 
issued after the summit men- 
tioned Japan’s "deep remorse" 
but failed to offer a foil apology. 

In response, Jiang refused to 
let the dark history go, bringing 
up the subject at every public 
event cm his schedule. 

Japan should “guide the 
nation and young generations 
with correct view's of history 
and never allow a repeal of the 
ideology or force of mili- 
tarism.” be told students at 
Tokyo’s Whseda University 


Saturday. 

At a weekend news confer- 
ence. he accused, “certain peo- 
ple in high positions" m Japan 
qWfcotting hi§to^^nd. ttyigg 
to gloss over the country's past 
aggression. 

China says 20 million people 
died as a result of the 1937-45 
occupation. The 1937 Nanjing 
massacre alone killed 140,000 
people, according to Allied tri- 
als of Japanese war criminals. 

Japan’s extreme rightists, 
who deny the Nanjing mas- 
sacre took place, held vocal 
protests through the trip, 
although none got past heavy 
security which was enforced by 
10,000 extra Japanese police 
for the visit 

Ironically, it was left-wing 
demonstrators who faced off 
with foe Chinese leader, inter- 
rupting his university speech 
with anti-nuclear protests 
before being dragged off by 
security guards. 

Jiang’s other main objective 
during foe visit had been to 
secure a strong statement on 
Taiwan, laying out Japan's sup- 
port for China’s policy of no 
Taiwan independence, no two 
Chinas (China and Taiwan) and 
no Taiwan joining international 
organisations as a sovereign 
state. 

Instead, Beijing merely got a 
restatement of Japan's promise 
not to recognise Taiwan as a 
separate state. China regards 
foe island as a renegade 
province. 

'The Chinese president’s 
visit focused only on the past 
and the Taiwan issue and failed 


to expand discussion on the 
Asian rrisis and inte rnatio nal 
affairs,", the Nihon Keizai 
Sfi^mbiun sad Sirdday. . J 

..‘Japan and Chiqa.wffl am 
for new relatjons^m'TBe list 


for new relations^ m lSe list 
century, leaving various touchy 
issues untouched,” the daily 
added. 

Jiang left foe Japanese capital 
late Saturday and travelled 
north by train to Sendai to trace 
Chinese writer Lu Xun’s voy- 
age of nearly a century ago. 

Lu (1881-1936), one of 
China's most influential 
authors and social reformers, 
came to Japan in 1902 to study 
medicine at the Sendai Medical 
School. 

Jiang also visited Tohoku 
university and presented offi- 
cials with a poem be wrote the 
night before about Sendai 
before boarding his Air China 
Boeing 747 for Sapporo. 

Boisterous school children 
waving Chinese and Japanese 
flags welcomed him to this 
sleepy city and hang broke 
from his scheduled agenda to 
walk over to the youngsters and 
greet them in Japanese. 

He then toured forms in foe 
region and met agriculture 
experts involved in plans to set 
up an agricultural science 
research centre in China which 
is aimed at boosting grain yield 
with fewer damaging chemi- 
cals and pesticides. 

The Chinese president, 
accompanied by his wife Wang 
Yeping. returns home Monday 
after a farewell banquet later 
Sunday hosted by Sapporo offi- 
cials. 


Researchers identify 142 million-year-old flowering plant fossil 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Researchers believe they have 
discovered fossil evidence of 
the world’s oldest flower, at 
142 million years: a spindly 
twig with peajxxi-sbaped fruit 
and a woody stem that looks 
nothing like a rose, an apple 
blossom or a daisy. 

The fossil is from an early 
evolutionary stage when 
plants were just developing 
the flowering system that later 
evolved into fruit, gram, bril- 
liantly coloured and fragrant 
flowers and food for many 
animals, said David Dilcher, a 
University of Florida biology 
professor. 

“It would have been a very 
different worid if early flow- 
ering plants like this one had 
not teen successful,” said 
Dilcher. co-author of a study 


in a recent edition of the jour- 
nal Science. 

"There would have been no 
apples, no Wheaties in the 
morning, no com on the cob, 
no potatoes, no rice or other 
grains." 

All of the common plant 
food sources came into exis- 
tence after plants evolved the 
ability to make flowers that 
attracted insects and other 
pollinators and then grew into 
fruit 

The flowering plant fossil 
was found in a rock Formation 
of limestone and volcanic ash 
layers in China, near foe town 
of Beipiao, about 250 miles 
northeast of Beijing. The rode 
beds were once on the bottom 
of a lake that periodically was 
showered with volcanic ash, 
Dilcher said. 


Plants and animals that sank 
to the lake bottom became 
covered with sediment and 
turned into fossils. 

Villagers digging in foe fos- 
sil beds have unearthed 
dinosaurs, insects, birds and 
plants from millions of years 
ago, but this is the first time a 
flowering plant has been 
uncovered. 

The discovery has been 
age-dated at 142 million years 
by Chinese scientists, Dilcher 
said. The oldest previously 
known flowering plant was 
about 130 million years old. 
Chinese researchers, includ- 
ing the researcher who found 
foe fossil asked Dilcher to 
anal yse it 

The ancient plant lacks the 
petals and shape that most 
people associate with flowers. 


Tt doesn’t have any teauti- 
ful or showy flowers, but it is 
a flowering plant because it 
has fruit that enclose seeds," 
said Dilcher. 

Botanists hailed the discov- 
ery as an important advance 
in understanding how plants 
evolved 

"To the world of botany, it’s 
a discovery of foe same scale 
as understanding foe details of 
why the dinosaurs became 
extinct," said William L. 
Crepet, a Cornell University 
professor. 

The plant specimen is about 
7.6 centimetres long, with two 
parts that appear to be joined 
branches. Along foe branches 
are what appear to be paired 
leaves. But Dilcher said foe 
whole thing, branches and 
leaves, is actually a flower. 


That is because some of the 
leaves are closed like 
peapods. and contain seeds. 
The peapods are considered 
the fruit of foe flower, be said. 

Indeed, the plant “may have 
been the fnk evolutionary 
experiment in enclosing seeds 
and trying to attract pollina- 
tors.” Dilcher said 

Plants first developed seeds 
some 350 million years ago. 

Developing flowers and 
attracting insect pollinators 
was foe next great leap in 
plant evolution, and eventual- 
ly in animal evolution, he 
said 

Plants, in effect, evolved 
ways to enlist foe cooperation 
of animals to reproduce. They 
developed ways to attract pol- 
linators. such as tees. They 
developed ways to have seeds 


transported by making fruit 
such as apples, (hat were 
eaten by animals who then 
dropped the seeds elsewhere. 

'‘Flowering plants were foe 
first advertisers in foe wqdd,” 
said Dilcher ‘They managed 
to gain foe cooperation of ani- 
mals by learning to say 'Hey, 
I smell good. I’ve got a 
reward for you. Come and 
visit me’.” Hants reached the 
stage of having bright blos- 
soms, sweet fragrance and 
flowing nectar about 55 mil- 
lion years ago, some 90 mil- 
lion years after the Chinese 
flower fossfl. 

‘These changes all came in 
progressive steps,” said 
Dflchen 'They helped flower- 
ing plants become the most 
successful of all of foe 
plants.” 


Congo rebel political chief 
refutes peace pact 

KABALO, DR Congo (AFP) — The political leader of foe 
DRC’S rebels, Ernest Wamba dia Wamba, Sunday refuted a 
p»>anr agreement reached in Paris among countries involved in 
foe conflict Wamba told AFP foat he did not recognise foe 
validity of foe verbal agreement among- President Laurent 
Kabila and foreign nations caught up cm rival sides in foe insur- 
rection in the DRG The president of foe rebels’ political wing, 
foe Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCDL cast strong doubts 
on a pact meant to pave foe way for full-fledged peace accords 
next month because foe DRC insurgents themselves were not a 
party to it “We don't think an agreement can be reached on the 
DRC crisis without involving us, because otherwise foe signa- 
tories risk having a problem in implementing their accord on 
foe ground,” Wfemba sad. Speaking by satellite telephone from 
Buxria. in foe northeast Orientate province, he nevertheless said 
foat he hoped foat foe RCD would be contacted about the 
accord, announced Saturday at the end of a major France- 
Africa summit also anmtted by U.N. chief Kofi Annan. 

4-year-old boy emerges unscathed 
in India’s train wreck 

KHANNA India (AP) — Police are calling it a miracle: a fbur- 
year-old boy was rescued from foe wreckage of a train pileup in 
northern India, with no injuries on his body even after the train 
coach was crushed like a ball of paper. “It’s a miracle. What else 
can we call it” said police officer Randev Singh Hodal after 
workers found Shuhham crying in foe tangled mass of the 
Sealdah Express at this northwestern town in the state of Punjab. 
The express train slammed into the derailed coaches of foe 
Frontier Mail Thursday. “We heard a voice in the wreckage," 
Hodal said in an interview Saturday night Several hours after foe 
a ccirimt, workers using acetylene torches carefully cut through 
foe wreckage. They found Shubfaam crouched ureter broken 
wooden blocks that had formed a tent over him. His parents, 
grandparents and two aunts all were dead. The family was return- 
ing to New Delhi from a pilgrimage to a Hindu shrine in Jammu, 
capital of the northern state of Jammu-Kashmir when foe acci- 
dent occurred on a foggy morning. ‘The boy was crying nonstop. 
He kept saying, ‘Take me to my papa. 1 want my mother.’ How 
do we tell him foat his parents are dead?" Hodal said. Shubham 
has since been in a state of shock and rarely speaks, he said. 
Police Teams found about the family after contacting neighbours 
in New Delhi. They are now trying to trace relatives. 
Pho to graphs of foe child were shown on national television so 
foat his near relatives could claim him. “We are proceeding very, 
very cautiously. We doa’t want false claimants,” foe officer said. 
The child is in foe care of a police officer's family. 

Antarctic explorers pass site 
where Robert Scott died 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Three Antarctic adventurers retracing the 
footsteps of polar explorer Robert Scott, 87 years after his historic 
and fatal expedition to foe South Pole and back, have passed foe 
site where he died. Since leaving Scott Base era Nov. 4. Peter 
Hillary, Eric Phillips and Jon Muir have covered more than 300 
kilometres on foot of their 2,804 kilometre trek. The passed the 
site of Scott's death Friday, expedition organisers said. It is foe 
first time anyone has followed exactly foe route taken by foe 
191 1 expedition. “We think a lot about ScotL We fed very strong- 
ly 'that' he and his- group - woe a very committed party.” said 
Hillary, son of Sir Edmund Hillary, foe first man to climb Everest 
Each of foe team is hauling a sled loaded with more than 150 
kilogrammes of food, cootang fuel and equipment. They have 
left quantities of food and codring fuel at each of foe two depots 
they have established so far on the pole-ward leg of foe journey, 
to be coDected on their return to Scott Base. “We have had to 
endure temperatures as cold as minus 15 degrees Celsius, a 
screaming blizzard which forced us into the tent for a day, and 
sastrugi (snow ridges on foe ice) which have made our progress 
slower than expected," Hillary was quoted as saying by expedi- 
tion organisers, speaking to reporters in Australia from Scott 
Base. ‘But we have had some good days and as we leave each 
depot our load lightens and we can travel faster.” The team have 
been keeping their spirits up by speaking to their families on the 
satellite phones they are carrying. They aim to be at foe South 
Pole for Christmas Day, but first have to traverse the crevasse- 
riddled Shackteton Glacier. 

China building longest bridge 
on Yangtze River 

BEIJING (AP) — China is building its longest bridge over its 
longest river, foe Yangtze. The 2.6 billion yuan ($314 million) 
bridge under intensive construction in the city of Wuhu, in east- 
ern China's Anhui province, will have a 6- kilometre -long high- 
way section and a 10-kflometre-Jong train section, the state-run 
Xinhua News Agency reported Sunday. When it goes into oper- 
ation in 2000, it will shorten the route between Beijing and 
Xiamen, a special economic zone on the southeastern coast, by 
800 kilometres. The government is increasing spending on infra- 
structure to keep the overall economic growth rate strong. The 
nation's total investment in the first nine months of this year was 
1.1 trillion yuan ($131 billion ), an increase of 20 per cent over the 
same penod in 1997, Xinhua said in a separate report Sunday. 
Investment in capital construction was 625.8 billion yuan ($71 
billion), up 21 per cent over the first nine months of 1997. 

Fleeing a degraded habitat, 
turtles invade fruit orchards 

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — Fleeing stripped forests and 
chemically tainted rivers, turtles by foe tens of thousands have 
invaded fruit orchards southwest of Bangkok where they are 
falling prey to hunters, a newspaper said Sunday. ‘They hide in 
foe undergrowth and tall grass to escape sunlight during the day- 
time and come out at night in droves to look for food," coe 
orchard owner, Preecha Pukkabute, told foe Bangkok Post. The 
60-year-old Preecha said he had recently found some 50 fresh- 
water turtles of different sizes and species in just one 10-metre- 
Square area of his orchard. The "invasion” started nearly a year 
ago, but in recent months it has reportedly attrac ted burners from 
other provinces who Preecha said trespassed on foe orchards to 
ferret out foe turtles for sale to restaurant owners. He said the 
hunters, arriving in pick-up trucks, n ormall y ramp at nighi, pok- 
ing into foe undergrowth with long bamboo poles. Some also 
stole fruit from the orchards in Samut Songkram Province, spark- 
ing threats by owners that they would be shot. While loc als nor- 
mally don’t eat turtles, (hey are a popular item Bangkok restau- 
rants catering to tourists from Taiwan, Hong Kong, China and 
South Korea who believe turtle meat improves sexual perfor- 
mance. Qiamchin Nafoeepraphas, a reptite expert at the National 
Science Museum Organisation, recently said foe turtle migration 
indi cate d th 61 © was something terrible amiss in foe traditi onal 
habitat of these animals. He cited chemical pollution in foe Mae. 
Klong River and massive deforestation in areas northwest of 
Samut Songkram. ‘Dirties are very sensitive to changes in wafer 
quality," he said, adding they wae important to riverine ecology, 
helping to keep foe water clean by feeding on dead vegetation. 

The expert said habitat destruction and hunting had brought stxne 

species to the brink of extinction. 
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Chinese leader ignores protests 
to ram home Japan history lesson 
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Seattle Fire Department rescue workers look for survivors under a King County Metro bus that plunged ofTof the 
* Aurora Bridge in Seattle after its bus driver was shot in the arm by a passenger (Reuters photo) 

1 Vg, 

| City bus falls off Seattle bridge after driver shot 


iiy. SEATTLE (AP) — A pas- 
nit seoger on a city bus shot the 
itrrer in the a/ro Friday, 
inai, curing th® bus carrying at 
;i ^ feast 35 people to crash off a 
ii, ^ bridge and plunge onto on 
apartment building, police 
2c ic 'sakt 

The driver was thrown 
jsh j gum the bus and killed and 
, r 5 a second man, who was shot 
!c;^ in the head, died at 
Haiborview Medical Centre, 
said police spokeswoman 
Christie Lynn Bonner. 

1 r “'Possibly- this is our sus- 
pect possibly it’s another 
sy jj. victim shot by the suspect,” 
■ m: Boonersaid 

Injured passengers lay on 
l’j; the street, many critically 
^-injured with broken bones 
bleeding wounds. 

Tie bus tumbled from the 
^Aurora Bridge, which cross- 
^ies Seattle’s Ship Canal. 

15 metres down onto 
.building and 
jn ^came to rest in front of the 


,\^pwomg:; / 

Tire Department spokes- 
Sheila Strehle said 
30 passengers were 
to six ansa hospitals. 
Strehle said rwo passen- 
re main ed in critical 
on Friday night and 
suffered injuries rang- 


ing from minor arm pain to a 
broken neck and internal 
injuries. 

No one on the ground or in 
the apartment building was 
injured 

Firefighters searched the 
area around and beneath the 
bus, but no other victims 
were reported 

A handgun was recovered 
from one of the injured peo- 
ple at Harborview. but police 
did not know if it belonged 
to the shooter. Bonner said 
the handgun was not found 
with the man who died 

“They did find a firearm 
on somebody in the emer- 
gency room, but I don't 
believe it had been fired,” 
said Harborview Medical 
Centre spokeswoman Tina 
Mankowski. 

A passenger approached 
the bus driver and shot him 
as the bus was southbound 
headed toward downtown, 
Bonner said 

The driver lost control and 
the bus crossed the north- 
bound lanes and struck a van 
and a light pole before 
plunging through the 
guardrail, Bonner said The 
person chiving the van was 
shaken but not injured. 

The bus landed mostly in 


the yard of the two-story 
apartment house on the hill- 
side beneath the bridge, 
though the building's roof 
was damaged 

Firefighters were seen 
crawling among the wreck- 
age of the bus’ two sections, 
and performing first aid on a 
victim — believed to be the 
bus driver — atop the apart- 
ment's roof. The driver was 
apparently thrown from the 
bus onto the roof. 

Victims, some of then? 
dazed and bleeding, could be 
seen below the bridge. 

Dave Chacone, who was 
staying in the apartment 
building that was hit said he 
was standing on a porch 
directly underneath the 
bridge. The bus flew right 
overhead 

“We were outside talking, 
heard a noise, looked up and 
saw this bus coming," he 
said “I looked up and saw 
some big chunks (of con- 
crete rating) corning right at 
me." Sara Krause was 
grazed by a piece of falling 
concrete. People from the 
bus “were moaning and 
screaming," she said “1 saw 
legs and twisted bodies." 
The city’s Fremont district is 
located beneath the bridge. It 


is a densely populated 
neighbourhood of homes, 
apartments, shops and 
restaurants. 

“This is a busy, urban 
neighbourhood" said Judy 
Juiji. who was getting mail 
from her porch when the 
accident occurred. 


TOKYO (AFPj — Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin was 
confronted by rowdy protest- 
ers here Saturday as he 
relentlessly hammered home 
to Japanese students the his- 
tory of Tokyo’s notorious 
war-time acts. 

Japan should “guide the 
nation and young genera- 
tions with correct views of 
history and never allow a 
repeat of the ideology or 
force of militarism.” he told 
students at Tokyo's Waseda 
University. 

The Chinese leader later 
gave the same message to a 
news conference, tracking 
the course set since he 
received only a verbal apolo- 
gy at his landmark summit 
Thursday with Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi. 

A written joint declaration 
issued after the summit men- 
tioned Japan’s “deep 
rtmorse" but failed to offer a 
proper apology. Neither of 
the leaders signed the state- 
ment. 

Japan's occupation of 
China remains a thorn in ties. 
The two countries formally 
resumed diplomatic ties in 
1972. but Jiang’s state visit is 
the first by a Chinese presi- 
dent. 

Jiang travelled to the north- 
ern city of Sendai by “bullet" 
train late Saturday to trace 
bilateral historv in a dilTereni 


lighL He will move farther 
north to Sapporo Sunday 
before leaving Monday to 
end the six-day visit. 

He was to pay homage ro 
Lu Xun. reputedly the most 
influential writer and social 
critic in modem China, who 
studied at a medical school in 
Sendai nearly a century ago. 

But the day was marred by 
confrontation. 

As Jiang told students that 
“35 million Chinese soldiers 
and people were killed or 
injured" by Japanese mili- 
tarists, a protester held up a 
banner saying “Against 
Cooperation with the 
Chinese Government” and 
shouted the slogan. 

Six security guards 
ploughed through students to 
drag him out of the universi- 
ty hail balcony and down to 
the basement, said U.S. grad- 
uate student Alan Partee. 
who was nearby. 

About two minutes later, 
another demonstrator on the 
balcony held up a banner and 
began shouting but was 
almost immediately dragged 
out by guards. 

“After the second guy was 
dragged away you could still 
hear fighting at the back of 
the auditorium because he 
was throwing punches and 
kicking the security men.” 
added Partee. 

A police official said "three 


students suspected of being 
extreme Marxist-Leninist 
activists have been arrested" 
after the incident on suspi- 
cion of trespass and disrupt- 
ing public order. 

4 Jiang said he had a special 
responsibility' to speak of 
Japan's dark history. 

“When 1 was even younger 
than you, 1 personally experi- 
enced the suffering of a crisis 
of our people and a devasta- 
tion of our country." the 
Chinese leader told the audi- 
ence, which included Japan's 
premier, a graduate of the 
university. 

“As an eye-witness, I am 
responsible for telling the 
fact ro younger generations. 
We have to face up to the sad 
events." 

China says 20 million peo- 
ple died as a result of the 
1 937-45 occupation. The 
1937 Nanjing massacre 
alone killed 140.000 people, 
according to Allied trials of 
Japanese war criminals. 

At the news conference, 
the Chinese leader accused 
“certain people in high posi- 
tions" in Japan of distorting 
history and trying to gloss 
over the past aggression. 

Asked why the joint decla- 
ration with Japan was 
unsigned. Jiang said: “We 
have many documents with 
other countries which are not 
sinned ... it does not matter 


whether it is signed or noL“ 

The Chinese leader said 
Beijing would "strictly ful- 
fil” the spirit of the declara- 
tion. 

In a 30-minute meeting at 
the Akasuka guest house, the 
emperor expressed satisfac- 
tion with Jiang’s visit, Jiji 
Press reported. 

“1 am glad that Japan and 
China had good talks." he 
said, without making any ref- 
erence to the lack of formal 
apology over Japan’s war 
aggression to China. 

Jiang had also sought a 
strong statement on Taiwan 
from his summit here, laying 
out Japan's support for 
China's “Three Nos" policy 
of no Taiwan independence, 
no two Chinas (China and 
Taiwan) and no Taiwan join- 
ing international organisa- 
tions as a sovereign state. 

Instead, Beijing merely got 
a restatement "of Japan's 
promise not to recognise 
Taiwan as a separate state. 
China regards the island as a 
renegade province. 

On the economy, Jiang told 
business leaders during lunch 
that China had “withstood 
pressure, paid the price" by 
not devaluing the yuan so as 
to help Asian economies 
recover. 

Japan, as the main industri- 
alised nation in Asia, should 
do more, he said. 
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Opposition Congress Party 
takes early lead in crucial 
provincial elections 
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NEW DELHI, India (AP) 
— Tbe governing 
Bharatiya Janata Party 1 
was headed for a rout in 
legislative elections in 
key states Saturday, an 
apparent rebuke by the 
■public for the 8-month- 
old Hindu nationalist gov- 
ernment. 

The outcome has no 
bearing on the federal 
government of Prime 
Minister : Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee: But a serious 
l°ss .of. prestige could 
stoke infighting in his 
*haky 19-party coalition 
sod embolden the opposi- 
bpn Congress Party to try 
to Unseat him if it wins 
^gh defectors from the 
ruling' alliance. 

Eariy results and trends 
showed the Congress 
«rty ousting the sitting 
government in the 
Important states of New 
Delhi and Rajasthan, 
"toere it may win as many 
35 three-fourths of the 
ass onbty seats in each 
state. 

battle was closer in 
•^Congress-ruled cen- 
state of Madhya 
but first results 
^^hcated Congress sur- 
JJiiJgjy would hold on to 
^‘state government 
J^figional parties were 
P9i$ed to dislodge the rul- 
Congress .Party in the 
northeastern state 
^Mizoram. But the con- 
.r* was deemed less 
S^P^ant because the 
did not contest it 
. More . than 600 seats 
CrE contested in the four 


stares in the voting 
Wednesday by about 
5.000 candidates from 
dozens of political parties. 

“The results are surpris- 
ing. If the treads continue, 
it is definitely a win for 
the Congress," admitted 
V.K Malhotra. a member 
of the federal parliament 
and a senior leader of the 
BJP, on the private STAR 
television network. 

The BJP tried to dis- 
tance the results from 
national politics, but 
Congress called it a vote 
of disapproval on a 
national scale. 

A painful increase in the 
price of vegetables and 
staple foods hurt the BJP 
in the weeks before the 
election, wiping out any 
remaining credit it may 
have earned for its highly 
popular decision to con- 
duct nuclear explosions 

last May. . 

An early winner in New 
Delhi was Sheila Dout, 
who will become chiet 
minister. 

“This is a massive nega- 
tive vote against the BJP. 
The voters are running 
awav fro" 3 , , them : 
Congress Party joint sec- 

retaryJairamRanieshsajd 

on the private STAR w 
vision network. 

The BJP shrugged on 
suggestions that the out? 
come would indicate dis- 
content with Vajpayees 

S °"elecrions n 

state elections- The remits 

will not have any effect 
on the Vajpayee govern- 


mem," BJP spokesman 
Venkaiah Naidu said. 
“My government is sta- 
ble. I don't expect any 
political fallout.” 

But Salman Khursheed, 
a Congress leader, 
claimed the results had 
national implications. 
“This can’t be put aside as 
a local issue," he said. 
•This is an approval sig- 
nal from the people." 

The election was the 
first political test for the 
BJP since it took office 
eight months ago. 

But it also was a key 
electoral test for the 
Congress Party’s new 
leader, Sonia Gandhi, 
widow of slain former 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi and torchbearer of 
the dynasty that gave 
India three prime minis- 
ters. 

Congress has said it will 
not make an immediate 
attempt to topple the gov- 
ernment when Parliament 
convenes Monday for a 
three-week winter ses- 
sion. But it has said it 
would not “shirk the 
responsibility” if 

Vajpayee’s coalition col- 
lapsed on its own. 

Gandhi has focused on 
rebuilding the Congress 
Party since she emerged 
from seclusion early this 
year to campaign in 
national elections. She 
was later named president 
of the party that was once 
led by her husband, his 
mother Indira Gandhi, 
and Indira’s father 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 
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Valuable insight 
for the future 

DURING THE past year, Jordan has passed 
through some of its most trying months in its 
modern history, and from these experiences, the 
leadership has called on every Jordanian, 
through His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan's Speech from the Throne, to extract 
valuable lessons from them and act accordingly. 

The first lesson we must learn is how terribly 
awry things can go when any person or group 
becomes so entrenched behind an argument or 
cause that he or she can no longer hear an 
opposing voice. The tensions that arose over last 
year's parliamentary elections are an example 
of that Although it is lamentable that important 
voices in society now find themselves outside the 
official political arena, the new dialogue is a 
promising adventure. It is hoped that all con- 
cerned parties of the national dialogue will bear 
in mind Prince Hassan's advice that ‘‘dialogue 
is not meant to be an exercise in futile argu- 
mentation-prat] a sophisticated instrument to 
benefit from the aspirations of our citizens, 
their creativity and their grand insights/' No 
party should miss the opportunity to turn the 
dialogue into a successful exercise to benefit the 
nation. 

All the political and socio-economic rifts of the 
last year peaked at a highly sensitive time for 
Jordan, and while no one doubts that all 
Jordanians are united in defence of their coun- 
try, we should not give any party within or out- 
side our borders even the slightest opportunity 
to disrupt our sacred, hard-earned unity. 

Prince Hassan’s speech emphasised coopera- 
tion and civil society as the tools by which we 
can best serve our national interests. This 
requires that the government support our trade 
and professional unions, political parties and 
media, and that our civil society institutions, in 
turn, support the principle of pluralism within 
their own ranks no matter bow distasteful some 
ideologies may be to others. It demands that all 
sides recognise that none has an absolute curb 
on which path is right for our future, but that 
all bear responsibility in building that path with 
unique contributions. 

“ Public Interest is the ultimate goal of gov- 
ernment,’* Prince Hassan said. “Cooperation 
within the context of pluralism, diversity and 
the participation of civil society are the best 
means for serving our goals and interests/' 

This has always been the call of the Hashemite 
leadership: to build a modem and progressive 
country, and through this drive we become 
unbreakable. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Al Raj’s Fahed Fanefc criticised the Palestinian oppo- 
sition. safely living abroad, for launching slogans call- 
ing for the complete liberation of the occupied lands 
and the eviction of the Israelis from Palestine. He said 
that though the demands are understandable, no more 
than what all Palestinians want, such slogans are mere 
wishful thinking, and will always remain figments of 
the imagination. Hard-line and fervent patriotic state- 
ments serve only Israel who will use them as an excuse 
to expand settlements and evict more Palestinians. The 
Palestinian National Authority is in a difficult position 
because they have to make concessions to Israel on 
basic Palestinian demands, said Fanek. One Palestinian 
opposition official had lashed out at Arafat and chal- 
lenged him to liberate Jerusalem, but, though it may be 
true that Arafat is unable to regain Jerusalem, said 
Fanek. the way ahead is in supporting him. not in 
pulling him down. 

Al Dustour’s Oreib Rintawi said Israel has no easy 
way out from its south Lebanon dilemma where scores 
of Israeli soldiers an? being killed. According to the 
Israeli leader, the Jewish state has only two choices, 
either to withdraw without a security agreement, or to 
go as far as the Israeli extremists prefer namely a mas- 
sive military offensive. But unilateral withdrawal 
means defeat, which may be indefensible in the face of 
the big Israeli troop losses, said Rintawi. On the other 
hand, a military offensive against Lebanon will surely 
have a negative impact on the peace process, and will 
snuff out any hope of peace with Lebanon and Syria, 
something most Israelis would not accept, added the 
writer, who claimed that most of Israelis prefer a uni- 
lateral withdrawal. 



Is Wye economically 



ACCORDING TO “Washington Report 
on Middle East Affairs” most of the 
face-to-face negotiations during the nine 
difficult days at Maryland’s Wye 
Plantation. October 15-23, were between 
Americans and Israelis. The Palestinians 
had made their concessions before they 
arrived, and Yasser Arafat stoically 
ignored Benyamin Netanyahu’s attempts 
to anger him. President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
acted as ’a tag team, with one starting as 
the other left off with the Israelis. His 
Majesty King Hussein was called upon 
to help. Finally an agreement was 
reached in Wye and signed in the White 
House. 

The Wye Plantation agreement is 
mainly of a political and strategic nature, 
yet its economic dimensions cannot alto- 
gether be ignored. No one in the Middle 
East would judge the agreement and 
accept it or reject it based on its eco- 
nomic merits, be they positive or nega- 
tive. For better or worse, in this part of 
the world, politics comes first, econom- 
ics last. 

From a political standpoint, the agree- 


ment means that the peace process on 
the Palestinian-Israeli track is not dead 
and ready for burial. The process proved 
to be resilient, and all die extremists’ 
attempts, on both sides, to kill the 
process have failed so far. 

From a strategic point of view, the 
agreement means that the Likud Party, 
after wasting much time, have finally 
accepted the Oslo accords, and the hand- 
over of more land to the Palestinian 
[National! Authority (PNA) means that 
the concept of Greater Israel is dead, and ■ 
that Palestinian land can no longer be 
annexed. 

On tbe economic front. Israel is 
expected to receive a handsome amount 
of money from the United States, maybe 
as high as one billion dollars, to cover 
the assumed costs of Israeli military 
withdrawal. The PNA will receive a 
smaller amount of money, and more 
from other donor countries which may 
respond positively to an American 
appeal for financial contributions. 

Jordan however, is not a party to the 
Wye Plantation agreement, even though 
His Majesty The King contributed to its 
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successful conclusion, using his influ- 
ence with all parties. Yet Jordan will 
benefit economically in more than one 
way. 


- 

First, everything that 
and beneficial for the 
good and beneficial 
opposite is equally trilei 
Second, the successfutig^yhi^t^. 
of the agreement win be 
lifting of obstacles and eaang^f Restric- 
tions imposed against Jord^m'ewxms 
whether these restric dons are ^ 0 ^ 6 ^ 
or Palestinian origin. •- 
Third, the financial aid / ' " 

Israel and the PNA,- which 
administration will 
Congress for approval, 

Jordan as well. 

The greatest benefit of 
agreement is that we 
consequences of a possilile? ~ 
which would have result^Vifegrave 
developments in the WeM 'Ba^-ind 
Gaza, with a spillover in JdfdafiT^7, 
This unhappy outcome was at^ra^ 
veiy likely. The Israeli delegatit^^re^. 
ened twice to break off the taj]^ r .^ich 
could have meant an uprising^ranS ^ 
breakout of violence in the West'RanR 
and Gaza that might bavespread afrover 
the region. . ’ 
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There can be ‘no first use’ 


By G wynne Dyer 


BACK IN JUNE, after India and Pakistan had shak- 
en tbe world by testing nuclear weapons, U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright warned them 
that they were making a dreadful mistake. “Don’t 
rush to embrace what the rest of the world is racing 
to leave behind.” she said. “Don’t assume that 
you’re tbe only countries on earth' that are immune 
to miscalculation. There is no point worth making, 
no interest worth securing, that can possibly justify 
the risk.” How odd then, that on 13 November die 
United States voted against a resolution in the UN. 
disarmament committee calling on the existing 
nuclear powers to “demonstrate an unequivocal 
commitment” to getting rid of their weapons by 
fast-tracking negotiations for nuclear disarmament 
Washington certainly isn’t racing to leave its 
nuclear weapons behind. It's run-of-the-mill 
hypocrisy, scarcely worthy of comment — except 
that of America’s fifteen NATO allies, twelve 
abstained in die U.N. vote. 

Only Britain, and France, which are fellow 
nuclear powers equally determined to hang onto 
their status symbols, and Turkey, which is currying 


Europe). But the Soviet Union is gone now, and 
Russia's conventional forces are so shrunken and 
demoralised that they could not even conquer 
Chechnya. It would seem an ideal time for NATO 
to scrap this bizarre threat to start using nuclear 
weapons in the heart of densely-populated Europe 
— or anywhere else, for that matter. 

Where NATO actually expected to use most of its 
‘tactical’ nuclear weapons, for forty years, was in 


‘Washington isn’t 
racing to leave its 
nuclear weapons 
behind. It’s 
run-of-the-mill 
hypocrisy’ 


U.S. diplomatic support on other issues, joined 
Washington in voting against the resolution.. Tins.. * among r the towns and villages of Germany. This 


was an unprecedented breach of NATO unity, but 
there is more to come. The two ringleaders in the. 
revolt against U.S. determination to hang onto its 
nukes forever. Germany and Canada, are also mov- 
ing towards an open campaign to drop NATO's pol- 
icy of ‘nuclear first use’, a policy as old as the Cold 
War itself. The U.S. and NATO have always 
reserved the right of ‘first use': to be the first to 
launch a nuclear strike in a crisis. The implication is 
that this would be done in response to a non-nuclear 
attack by somebody else (traditionally, tbe Soviet 
Union), but they deliberately keep the language 
vague to maximise uncertainty about what they 
would actually do if attacked. This had a certain 
crude logic when NATO's conventional forces were 
smaller than those of the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact in 
Europe. NATO’s nuclear first-use policy saved its 
members the greater cost and voter resistance that 
would have been involved in matching the Soviet 
Union soldier for soldier (though at the cost of mak- 
ing nuclear war more likely in any confrontation in 


r,ajways made the prospective blast and radiation 
< victims in those towns and villages a bit uneasy, so 
it’s no great surprise that the government of reunit- 
ed Germany has been tbe first NATO member to 
break ranks openly on this issue. Once Helmut 
Kohl’s long-niling conservative government lost 
power in the October elections, the change came at 
once. Last month's 50-page coalition pact between 
the Social Democrats and the Greens included a 
promise that the new government “will campaign to 
lower the alert status of nuclear weapons and for a 
renunciation of the first use of nuclear weapons.” 
This left Washington foaming with indignation: 
“We believe tbe Germans are using flawed logic 
and phoney arguments,” said a senior Stau? 
Department official. The German foreign office 
snapped right back: “The security and military situ- 
ation has changed so radically in recent years that 
the time is right for (a policy of ‘no first use’). It 
belongs, in the NATO review (of nuclear weapons 
policy) and we want to push it at the April summit.” 


By die time of NATO’s 50th anniversary summit 
in Washington, the pressures for ‘no first use’ may 
have grown even greater. Canada’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy asked the House of 
Commons foreign affairs committee to review 
nuclear policy two full years ago, and the report, 
due in early December, will further undermine the 
status quo. Leaked reports in Ottawa suggest that it 
will seek an end to NATO’s first-use policy, call for 
the removal of American nuclear weapons from 
Europe, and advocate the de-arming of all nuclear 
weapons (that is. separating the warheads from the 
delivery systems). 

But this is hardly radical stuff ten years after the 
end of the Cold War. Why does it upset official 
Washington so much? The official answer, couched 
in language of theological density, is that ‘deter- 
rence rests on uncertainty’. (Translation: if you real- 
ly get us annoyed, we might go crazy and start 
using nuclear weapons.) Nobody really believes 
that NATO will go crazy like that, of course, so 
there is a fall-back, unofficial answer: that NATO 
needs its nuclear weapons, and its ‘first-use’ policy, 
to deal with the threat of nuclear, chemical or bio 
logical weapons in the hands of genuinely ‘crazy 
states.’. Only nobody really believes that either. No 
U.S. leader is ever going to start dropping atomic 
bombs on some small Thud Woiid country, ending 
53 years during which nobody has used nuclear 
weapons in warfare, no matter what it has hidden in 
its labs. Air strikes, maybe: nukes, no. In practice, 
there is already a ‘no-first-use’ policy — so why in 
heaven’s name doesn’t Washington want NATO to 
say so? Why won’t it say so itself? It would help a 
great deal in persuading other countries (and there 
is a queue stretching half-way round the block) not 
to go nuclear too. 

A modest hypothesis. The U.S. has spent $5.5 tril- 
lion dollars on nuclear weapons since 1945, which 
is enough to create a very powerful interest group 
both in tbe defence industry and in parts of the 
armed forces. All these people’s jobs depend on 
nuclear weapons — and if you admit that they are 
practically unusable, the demand for them is likely 
to drop. So you must never, ever say that. 


The writer is cm independent London-based journalist, 
whose articles are published in 45 countries. 
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The other extradition 


By Norman Stone 


AN INTERESTING question: compare the 
fate of General Pinochet, aged 83. and 
Comrade “Apo" OcaJan. aged 48. Pinochet 
faces extradition. Ocalan. who has led the 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) since its 
foundation 20 years ago, has waged a ter- 
roristic war in south-eastern Turkey. Of 
course he claims the usual indulgence for 
terrorism, but he has personally been 
charged with murder, in Germany, where 
four defectors from his organisation were 
killed. 

He is wanted on a red Inteipol list, at the 
behest of the German government. He flew 
to Italy, requested political asylum, and has 
not been made to face justice there — 
instead, there he sits, in a comfortable 
house near Rome. This is in strange con- 
trast with British behaviour over Pinochet 

The problem is that OcaJan himself is 
hugely complicating a difficult enough sit- 
uation. The PKK claims to speak for “the 
Kurds." and there is in some quarters an 
easy acceptance of this claim. But most of 
his victims have been Kurds. 

One of his one-time lieutenants, Selim 
Curukkaya. wrote his memoirs (PKK — 
Die Diktatur des Abdul Ian Ocalan). Ocalan 
is a Communist complete with hammer 
and sickle, and he runs the PKK in Stalinist 
style, complete with executions and purge 
trials. 

You are not even allowed to cross your 
legs in his camps, says Selim Curukkaya. 
as it might be taken as a sign of disrespect: 
he himself was imprisoned by Ocalan. and 
managed, with great difficulty, to get away, 
through Beirut. 

Other defectors have not been so lucky, 
most of them Kurdish innocents. 

In 1993. Ocalan broke a ceasefire, and 
killed 20 unarmed young conscripts in a 
bus. A particularly horrible case involved 
two young primary schoolteacher^ who 
had gone to the southeast out of idealism — 
bring education to the backward east. They 
were killed. The newly-married wife of one 


was going to be spared, but she asked to be 
killed as well, and the PKK obliged. 

The PKK is a terroristic organisation with 
links to gangland and its aim is the creation 
of a Maoist state in areas of Turkey and 
Iraq. Such movements can talk the lan- 
guage of “national 


In 


liberation,. and 
gain credibility in 
serious circles. But 
there is not ‘A 
Kurdish Question’: 
there are several. 

The Kurds have 
had a rather tragic 
history. They lived 
scattered among 
-four different 
stalest and in the 
recent past most 
w-ere nomads, with 
a feudal social 
structure. 

Turkey, they 
divided by religion 
— many are not 
orthodox Muslims, 
but Ale vis, far less 
strict, and in the 
past, whenever a 
Kurdish rebellion 
occurred, they took 
different sides. 

There is also a 
vast linguistic 
divide. According 
to (he best anthro- 
pological account, 
Martin van 


Iranian. This problem is shown by the 
PKK’s very own television station. Med- 
TV, which broadcasts mainly in Turkish, 
and otherwise mainly uses Arabic or even 
Iranian. If you go round Kurdisb districts, 
you find that the younger the people, the 
more they will use 


are 


Two young primary 
school teachers were 
killed... The newly- 
married wife of one 
was going to be 
spared, but she 
asked to be killed 
as well, and the 
PKK obliged’ 


Bruinessen's “Aga, 

Sheikh And State," there are seven Kurdisb 
languages, and in Turkey the speakers of 
the Zara, and Kurmanci variants understand 
each other, if at all, only with great diffi- 
culty. 

In northern Iraq, there are two chief 
Kurdish formations, but, they, too. are 
divided by language, the eastern group 
speaking a language much influenced by 


Turkish among 
themselves. 

There is a further 
problem — chil- 
dren. It is still the 
done thing for a 
man to marry four 
times and to pro- 
duce as many chil- 
dren as possible: 
there is a teenage 
bride to take care 
of the initial hor- 
mones. a further 
bride for the early 
20 s, a third for the 
prosperous years, 
and a fourth for old 
age. 

This, of course, 
compounds the 
problem of pover- 
ty: according to the 
Turkish army, the 
PKK recruits from 
the sons of the first 
marriage, embit- 
tered, and with a 
mother who comes 
last in the queue for 
the father’s 

favours. 

Besides, millions 


lem is evident in the shanty-town outskffjs 
of any of the big cities of tbe west, there fe 
no doubt that most Kurds just look for o»- 
tinued association with the Turkish state. ■ 
Id any opinion poll, people will answer 
“Turkish” as their nationality, even where 
they also claim some sort of Kurdisb 


antecedents. "I his is reflected, in clectn^^ % ih e aS - 0ne !eam 


where the political party associated with 
Kurdish rights — HADEP — -gains vfl? 
few votes outside tbe southeastern regiotj 
Because of the PKK terror there, many « 
the western Kurds fear going back. 4 
What the answer to the Kurdish question, 
is, I do not know: Even nationalist Tin * 5 
sometimes say that there should, be a 
Turkish- Kurdish state] a federation of the 
kind suggested by the late Turgut Ozal at 
the time of the Gulf war, as an alternative to 
the survival of Saddam Hussein. . 
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According to the latest book on this, by 
Henry Barkey and Graham Fuller (which is 
not favourable to the Turkish gove rnm ent^ 
position) one-third of the politicians them- 
selves are of Kurdish origin, there are 
countless successful Kurdish businessmen 
and though the scale of the Kurdish prob- 
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Cooperation in the context of pluralism, diversity and the participation 
of civil society best means for serving Jordan’s goals and interests 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan , the Regent ; delivers the Speech from the Throne 
at the opening of the Second Ordinary Session of the 13th Jordanian Parliament 
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the NAME of God, 
U* Merciful, the Compas- 
sionate; God’s blessing 
and peace be upon our 
prophet Mohammad, The 
Arab Prophet, and upon 
[jis kin, companions and 
whoever followed in their 
gracious steps until the 
Day of Judgement 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 
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In the Name of Allah, The 
Almighty, and with His 
once and blessings, we 
hereby declare open the 
Second Ordinary Session of 
the Thirteenth Jordanian 
parliament This Session, if 
God so wills, will mark a 
new. phase in building up 
the Jordan of dignity, pride 
and accomplishment This 
wiU be brought about by 
the joint efforts of this Jor- 
danian family, who work 
hand in glove towards 
securing a better future and 
a dignified life for all citi- 
zens of this dear and stead- 
fast country. 

Our pride in your hon- 
ourable Assembly, and 
appreciation of the effective 
role it has played in build- 
ing up Jordan, as a fully- 
fledged partner in shoulder- 
ing responsibilities, dates 
back to the beginning of the 
^modern; Jordanian state and 
ltt 4he establishment of the 
first legislative council in 
1929 , the culmination of 
which was the establish- 
ment of Parliament. 

1 Our grandfather, the late 
c King Abdullah Ben Ai Hus- 
Jseio. the founder of the 
• r ‘ tr ®Hqgdom, worked on estab- 
i‘ff Kjfishmg the principle of 
^®|Staia by word and deed. 
nl} principle was also 
'■ ^cantaloed by His Majesty 
imftfct te 'late King Talal Ben 
t®.' ^Abdullah, during whose 
.dni ilessed reign our Constitu- 
c eK km was promulgated. 

ffis Majesty King Hus- 
.’r. jcin, the architect of mod- 
m Jordan, continues to 
jetf f Jd the banner and main- 
urifwi on the democratic tradi- 
•i ; 3' * »a He has always respect- 
iii d the Constitution and the 
iwuh- artiameirtary life, as well 
ind $ s promoting true democra- 
ra- y in this state of law and 
ivt*®; astitutions despite adverse 
Htditions that have pre- 
ailed in the region. The 
fasheinites, around whom 
\s& 8 free Arabs amassed, 
Broduced parliamentary 
ptems into the countries 
f die Arab East, in D amas - 
e and Baghdad, adhered 
1 the principle of Shura, 
od insisted on the involve- 
. “nu of Parliament in polit- 
n otf-* sl life. This has emanated 
f ,i. t^n their conviction that 
.A i.<-' wuldering the task of con- 
..h^ rac hon and development 
‘.iIS*’ ,? human responsibility, 
^ has - to be shouldered 
, ^ citizens as one team 

.(.# 1331 places the needs and 
of both country 
- vC ^ «ii2en. above all other 
^ % ^derations. Public 
f 61651 k.the goal 

• • f government Coopera- 

^ J® ' ^ithin the context of 
.ii raralisn^ diversity and the 
- 1 ' * of civil soci- 

;'j v fc ftehest means for 
0 n f our goals and inter- 
- 

, ine government is deter- 
, to achieve the high- 
1 F * lev els of cooperation 
“.coordination with the 
*>stf ^slative Authority. This 
, n within the provi- 

^.,6 * -of the Constitution, 

‘ j” 1 Is the legal reference 

* ^ 80(5 eve ry regulator 
!% *5 J** and. which stipu- 

P^tociple of the 
fp’^^rahon of powers. 





government is also 
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long-standing experience in 
serving the country during 
hard times. The Lower 
House, with its honourable 
members, represents the 
free will of the people. It 
follows from this that we 
pin much hope on their 
considerable contributions 
to serving the interest of 
both country and citizen 
with utmost loyalty, com- 
mitment and objectivity, 
within policies that aim at 
creating consensus on the 
basis of mutual trust and 
conviction. 

No doubt, your hon- 
ourable Assembly is intent 
on identifying, objectively 
and without any bias, the 
needs of the country and 
diagnosing the problems it 
faces. We are equally sure 
that you are capable of con- 
tributing towards finding 
solutions conducive to 
more accomplishment and 
creating conditions that 
safeguard the rights and 
dignity of our citizens. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

Jordan, the heir of the Great 
Arab Revolt and the protec- 
tor of its banners, shall 
always be loyal to its prin- 
ciples and well-established 
values manifested in its 
respect for citizens and 
their right to a decent and 
honourable life. We count 
on the awareness of our cit- 
izens, and in their readiness 
to face up to challenges. 
Had it not been for the great 
and noble sacrifices of our 
citizens and their readiness 
to spare no effort, we could 
not have reached the level 
of achievement and .prps- 
perity . that we . npw enjoy.” 
Jordan has -never ceased to 
strive for the renaissance of 
the Arabs and the protec- 
tion of the pure image of 
Islam and its values of tol- 
erance, acceptance of the 
other and respect for the 
particulars of other nations. 

With this in mind, moder- 
ation and centrism have 
always been our guiding 
light at the local. pan-Arab 
and international levels. In 
the same vein, we have 
adopted the principles of 
mutual consultation and 
open dialogue in order for 
all to participate effectively 
in shouldering the responsi- 
bility. Dialogue is not 
meant to be an exercise in 
futile argumentation and 
sophistry . 1 We rather see it 
as a sophisticated instru- 
ment for benefiting from 
the aspirations of our citi- 
zens, their creativity and 
grand insights. Dialogue is 
also meant to be a vehicle 
for promoting our national 
culture, that emphasises 
quality, and fulfils the goals 
of the Great Arab Revolt, 
which was led by our Great 
Grandfather, the late Al 
Hussein Ben All. who rests 
in peace in the sacred land 
of Jerusalem, next to Al 
Aqsa Mosque for which the 
hearts of all Arabs and 
Muslims yearn. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

With the third millennium 
near, we are witnessing 
rapid changes in the world 
around us. In the light of 
these changes, it is incum- 
bent on us to consolidate 
the foundations of our insti- 
tutions* This entails that 
we: 

aj pay due attention to 
civil society organisations: 

■ b) recognise and give due 
respect to trade unions 
within their professional 
framework; 

c) lend support to our 
national parties in order for 
this political experience to 

be successful; . . , 

d) adopt the principle ot 

pluralism within the con- 
text of constitutional con- 
stants; and . . 

e) enhance the cipzens 
sense of loyalty and devo- 
tion to country, nation, and 

^By God’s grace, we have 

confidently made smdes 
ahead towards the fulfil 
m ent of our noble objec- 


tives with peace o.f mind 
and respect for others. This 
has made Jordan a country 
of achievement and a centre 
of gravity for intellectuals, 
thinkers and writers. And 
by God’s grace, Jordan will 
continue to be an oasis of 
peace, security and justice. 

Jordan is a country with a 
mission that has been in 
existence on its own soil 
since Ja’far Al Tayyar. who 
kept the banner flying. This 
mission. God willing, will 
continue until the Day of 
Judgement. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

We are going through an 
era in which (slam and 
Muslims are subjected to an 
unjust campaign. A similar 
campaign is directed 
against the identity of 
Christian Arabs. Such cam- 
paigns should be confront- 
ed through proper and 
appropriate upbringing and 
education of present and 
future generations. 

We should not give in to 
this furious storm. Instead, 
we have to put things right 
at their point of origin, rely- 
ing on positive interaction 
and engagement with other 
nations and civilisations, 
whilst defending our reli- 
gion and values, and high- 
lighting the true image of 
our civilisation and culture, 
which have contributed and 
will continue to contribute 
to the human civilisation. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

Our brethren Palestinian 
jjeople , are_ unequivocally 
entitled to their legitimate 
right to establish their inde- 
pendent state on their 
national soil. In this 
respect, we have been sup- 
porting the Palestinian peo- 
ple on two counts: 

a) we firmly believe in the 
right of the Palestinian peo- ’ 
pie to their land, resources 
and state; and 

b) the Palestinians' requi- 
sition of their legitimate 
rights in full is a corner- 
stone for our own security 
and the security of the 
region at large. 

Any detraction of these 
rights is tantamount to a 
violation of the security of 
this country and a threat to 
its stability, for we share the 
same destiny. The govern- 
ment looks forward to an 
era of cooperation and 
complementarity between 
the two brethren peoples. In 
this respect, we shall con- 
tinue to support our broth- 
ers. the Palestinian people 
and their leadership in all 
relevant circles. 

The government will also 
continue to support the 
achievement of a just, last- 
ing and comprehensive 
peace in our region, a peace 
in which all parties partici- 
pate and which fulfils the 
rights of all. 

In this context, we recall 
the words of His Majesty 
King Hussein over a month 
ago that “We have no right 
to dictate, through irrespon- 
sible action, or narrow- 
mindedness. the future of 
our children and our chil- 
dren's children. There has 
been enough destruction, 
enough death, enough 
waste." 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

Our pan-Arab stance will 
continue to be a guiding 
principle underlying our 
policies and decisions. 
Throughout history, the 
Hashemites have given this 
issue paramount attention. 
The government will thus 
continue to maintain coop- 
eration and coordination 
with all sisterly states, 
within a well-defined 
framework that respects the 
particularities of each state 
and endeavours to achieve 
what is best for the nation. 

We shall never hesitate to 
do our best to lift the 
embargo imposed on any 
Arab country, especially the 
peoples of Iraq. Sudan and 


Libya. And we shall spare 
no effort to heal any rift 
amongst our brothers. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

The armed forces and the 
security departments are 
held in high esteem by their 
Comraandeer-in-Chief. 
Similarly, they command 
the respect and love of all 
. citizens. They are equally 
admired and appreciated by 
all those who have been 
acquainted with the great 
responsibilities they shoul- 
der and the excellent man- 
ner in which they execute 
them. By God’s grace, they 
have come to enjoy interna- 
tional recognition and trust 
Thus our brave soldiers are 
gallantly present in' differ- 
ent troubled parts of the 
world. I extend my greet- 
ings to them all. I pay trib- 
ute to the martyrs of our 
Arab Army, who in defend- 
ing Arab lands have sancti- 
fied its earth with sacred 
blood. We pledge to contin- 
ue to folly support our 
armed forces and security 
departments and upgrade 
and modernise their capa- 
bilities. After all, they are 
the faithful and loyal 
guards of the country and 
citizens. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

Jordan, with its demo- 
graphic structure that com- 
prises people from different 
origins and roots, is a 
model for the Arab World. 
We shall exert all possible 
efforts to keep intact the 
cohesion of our internal, 
front We shall not allow 
anyone to tamper with this 
sacred unity. We shall also 
relentlessly and confidently 
confront whoever tries to 
create rift in this fronL Jor- 
dan is for all Jordanians; it 
is the country of achieve- 
ment and excellence, and 
the cornerstone for any 
joint Arab action. It has a 
pivotal role in unifying the 
Arabs, and has always been 
honest with itself as well as 
with the Arab Nation at 
large. The Hashemites have 
always devoted themsejves 
to the salvation of the Arab 
Nation and to the noble task 
of building a promising 
future for it 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

The government will con- 
tinue to take all measures 
conducive to improving the 
efficiency of the national 
economy within an overall 
policy that enables the pri- 
vate sector, which owns and 
runs about two thirds of our 
economy, to shoulder its 
responsibilities. 

The government will also 
continue to modernise 
administration, organisa- 
tional regulations that are 
supportive of the process of 
privatisation, based on: 

a) market liberalisation, 

b) protection of competi- 
tiveness, . 

c) support for productivi- 
ty and quality, and 

d) attracting direct Arab 
and foreign investment. 

The government will also 
encourage the private sector 
and support its investment 
initiatives, which purport to 
enter non-traditional export 
markets, and to develop and 
enhance productivity in the 
field of touristic services 
and other professions, for 
which Jordan is well- 
known, such as health 
tourism. This cannot be 
achieved without financial 
control and rationalisation 
of government expenditure 
in keeping with national 
priorities. ' This should be 
also paralleled with 
endeavours to activate eco- 
nomic development and 
growth while maintainin g 
price stability, securing 
adequate reserve funds and 
keeping stable the value of 
the dinar. 

The government will con- 
tinue to develop and 
strengthen cooperation with 
Arab and friendly coun- 


tries. As much as we expect 
the support from brethren 
and friendly countries in 
the diverse fields of invest- 
ment, which constitutes a 
major tributary to economic 
development, the govern- 
ment will create conditions 
aiming at strengthening 
international cooperation 
and encouraging invest- 
ment in line with relevant 
criteria of transparency and 
competitiveness. 

In a world increasingly 
governed by competitive- 
ness, there is no choice 
other than working to 
strengthen our ability to 
compete and attract foreign 
investment The interna- 
tional agenda is laden with 
issues and concerns, and 
the Middle East will not 
remain at the forefront of 
the priorities of the interna- 
tional community forever. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

The progress of any coun- 
try is conditional on its 
ability to deal with fields of 
knowledge, provide stu- 
dents with the necessary 
skills and train them to 
think creatively away from 
extremism and fanaticism. 
This has been underlying 
our interest in, and concern 
for. the educational process 
and revision of all its 
aspects. The same applies 
to higher education for the 
purpose of having high 
quality education, research 
and community service as 
is required of our universi- 
ties. 

By the same token, we 
pay special attention to 
children, youth and the dis- 
tinguished role' of women 
in Jordan, notwithstanding 
our commitment to availing 
all Jordanians wherever 
they may be of social jus- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan greeting high-ranking 
officials after delivering his speech at parliament (photo Yousef ‘Allan) 


tice, as well as constant 
efforts to implement 
advanced programmes for 
the under-privileged. In the 
same vein, the government 
is currently engaged in 
restructuring the labour 
market, putting into effect 
the social security package 
and mobilising all 
resources in the strife 
against poverty and unem- 
ployment. 

The government will also 
continue to support rural 
and municipal councils 
with a view to enabling 
them to provide essential 
services to their constituen- 
cies. 

Our concern with culture 
and arts is duly recognised 
for their profundity, authen- 
licity and openness to the 
intellectual trends in the 
Arab World in particular 
and in the whole world in 
seneral. It is for all this that 


we pay special attention to 
the history of Jordan, 
whether ancient or modem, 
as well as the history of the 
Arab Nation. 

As for the media, we will’ 
make every conceivable 
effort to ensure that it is a 
media serving the interests 
of the state, objective, pro- 
fessional, and committed to 
the value system in which 
we all believe within an 
environment of responsible 
freedom. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

Jordan continues its process 
of democratisation confi- 
dently and steadily, sup- 
ported by its own good peo- 
ple. If wm ‘continue to do so 
with the support of Allah, 
the Almighty, in the first 
place, and the concerted 
efforts of its own people in 


their strife for progress 
which has never come to a 
halt despite all the hard- 
ships. The determination of 
Jordanians, as times have 
proven, is beyond defeat 
This determination has 
been beyond subjugation to 
forces of darkness and dis- 
tortion: thanks to a strong 
will that commands 
respect 

Today, more than ever, we 
are required to activate 
more latent potential of our 
courageous people to con- 
front and eradicate all pos- 
sible causes of frustration. 

Our future generations 
shall receive nothing from 
us but the banners of deter- 
mination and pride. 

May Allah, the Almighty, 
guide us all to 'serve this 
country and its good peo- 
ple. 

May the peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be with you. 
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Economy 


Jordan’s trade deficit widens slightly 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Jordan's 
exports in the first eight 
months of 1998 declined. 
:ompared to the same peri- 
od of 1997. government 
statistics showed Saturday. 

The Central Bank of Jor- 
dan's (CBJ's) figures 
showed that exports in the 
first eight months of this 
'.ear amounted to JDG69.1 
million while imports 
.•l.i do. I ID I S Hillinn 


resulting in a JD 1.1 3 billion 
trade deficit. 

The 1997 figures for the 
same period showed that 
exports totalled JD707.6 
million while the volume of 
imports was JD1.S billion, 
or a 1.09 billion deficit. 

The CBJ monthly report 
showed that the Kingdom's 
exports to Arab countries 
amounted to JD269 million 
followed by exports to the 
Asian countries at JDI57.5 
million and JP42. C| million 


to the European Union. 

Saudi Arabia ranked first 
among the recipients of Jor- 
danian-made products with 
JD66.3 million, followed 
by Iraq, JD66.2 million, 
and India JD64.6 million. 

Among the European 
countries, the Netherlands 
ranked first with JD13.1 
million, while exports to 
the United States did not 
exceed JD3.5 million, the 
report said. 

Jordan's imports from the 


European Union amounted 
to JD604 million followed 
by imports from the Asian 
states. JD441 million, the 
Arab states, JD351.7 mil- 
lion. the report said. 

At JD178.7 million, Ger- 
many ranked first as the 
major exporter to Jordan. It 
was followed by imports 
from the United States, JD 
164 million, and Iraq, 
JD161 million. 

Japan ranked first among 
rhe Asian countries as its 
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exports to Jordan amounted . 
to JD103 million, while 
Saudi Arabia ranked first 
among the six Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council members, 
with a trade volume of 
JD70.1 million, the report 
added. . 

The 100-page report 
showed that the cost of liv- 
ing index in September 
amounted to 126.3 points 
compared to 124.9 points in 
August. 

The trade volume at the 
Amman Financial Maiket 
in September amounted to 
JD16.5 million compared to 
JD34.8 million in the previ- 
ous month, where the bulk 
of the volume was recorded 
by the banking sector. 

The AFM’s price index in 
September declined by 8.2 
points compared to 
August's figure, down to 
171.3 points, the report 
added. 


Morocco 


GDP 
growth 
of 6.7% 


RABAT (R) — The state- 
run Statistics Directorate 
office expects Moroccan 
economic growth of 6.7 per 
cent by end 1998 compared 
with a contraction of two per 
cent last year. 

In its monthly newsletter, 
the office said growth was 
due mainly to the industrial 
and tourist sectors. 

The number of tourists 
rose 1 1 per cent to around 
1.4 million visitors in the 
fust eight months of the year 
compared with the same 
period in 1997. 

Tourism receipts jumped 
16.2 per cent to 12.1 billion 
dirhams ($1.3 billion) in 
January-August compared 
with the same period last 
year. 

According to preliminary 
figures, the industrial output 
index was up 2.6 per cent at 
114.5 points in the same 
period compared with the 
first eight months in 1997, it 
said without giving a value. 

“Excluding the agriculture 
sectors output. Morocco's 
real GDP would grow 3.6 
percent in 199S. up from 3.1 
per cent last year," the direc- 
torate said without giving an 
estimate of real GDP growth 
overall. 

Agriculture represents 
uround 20 per-cent of overall 
GDP but employs around 50 
per cent of the 10 million 
workforce. 
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GLAXO WELLCOME HONOURS PIONEERS, 
ENT SPECIALISTS IN JORDAN 


IN HONOUR of the ENT Doc- 
tors who have been practising in 
this field for over 30 years, 
GLAXOWELLCOME Hosted at 
die Amman Marriott Hotel a for- 
mal dinner meeting last Tuesday. 
24/11/1998. 

The honoured Doctors are: For- 
mer Prime Minister HJE. Dc 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali represent- 
ed by Eng. Mr. Shadi Abdul 
Salam A1 Majali. former Minister 
of Health HJL Dr. Zaid Hamzeh, 
Dr. Moh’d Najjar, Dc Samir 
Jahshan, Dc Hasson Badran. Dr. 
Nayef Sunna'. Dc Kbaldoun Jay- 
ousL Dr. Fowzi Sabbagh, Dr. Vic- 
tor Bataraeh. and Dc Jamal Abu 
Hijleh. 

The event was attended by 
members of the organising com- 
mittee of the 1st Int’l congress for 



the Jordanian Society of Olortri- 
nolaiyngology, Messrs Suleiman 
Tannous & Sons/GLAXOW- 
ELLCOME agent in Jordan, and 
other individuals concerned. 

The ceremony commenced 
with a welcoming speech from 
G/W Manager for Jordan & Syria 
Mr. Awad Freij. followed by the 


Jordanian Society of Ottm 
laryngology speech presented W 
Prof. Musa Jamal/Head rf feji)(i _ 
Sodely, then ihe honoured ^ 
presorted by HE Dc Hanaill 
Finally, the honoured 'Dodfa|; 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 
l Top point 
5 Bridge position 
9 Deep steep- 
sided gorge 
J4 Reclined 

15 "Do _ otners 
as . . 

16 Sun. pref. 

17 Pari of OED 
15 Bring up 

19 Praise 

20 Landed 
23 Rile 

2-t Conductor Solti 
25 DDE's 
presidential 
election rival 
27 Mearsighten 
31 Family car 
35 Sales’ route 

38 Nothing in 
Nogales 

39 Charlton 
Heston movie 

-2 Alan of "The 
Four Seasons" 
A3 Atlantic lood 
*:Sh 

-a Litilenecks or 
cherrystones 
-5 Closer 
-7 2050 
-9 Wave lop 

52 pentameter 

57 Daytime drama 
series 

61 Extremely dry 

62 Twofold 

63 Jump 

64 Give off 

65 Land measure 
65 Mediterranean 

volcano 

67 Garrets 

68 Char slightly 

59 British gun 
DOWN 

1 Guinness and 
Baldwin 

2 Weight tor 
emeralds 

3 Den Johnson 

TV series. ' 

Vice" 

■: Go inside 

5 Old World 

6 Once 
ogam. 
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Portland, OR 

7 Comic actor 
Arnold 

8 Nut cake 

9 Blithesome 

10 Six-sided 

1 1 Having wings 

12 Sedimentary 
matenal 

13 Closet eater? 

21 Allman or Eddy 

22 Vitality 

26 Portico o! 

ancient Greece 

28 Daddy 

29 Same as 
mentioned 

30 'Auntie Marne* 
co-star Peggy 

31 Pianist's reach 

32 Model 

Macpherson 

33 Avant-garde art 
movement 

34 Nihilist 

36 Washington 
D.C stadium 

37 List component 
4Q Ftung 

at Brilliant 
success 



THE BETTER HALF. 


were presented with soovenBSEJ.^,^ , mwa io ar 

recognitiOT of foci r tong^stan*™; . fry 6 '* wre > ou can us 
Love >' 

^S ? ' i:,ucan ’ than{i 

•v fo >ou. uhv d 


By Glasborgen 



1 ^shr be 


N‘v^;\ sne said ^ 

»mm»e\ Se P»mber 

,:,n -^Ufor 
,4shl P Thinl J T- UW> *** 

"link ut h instead as 

'^Pfcmber 23 


like 


Illfv 


Emotions are like spiders, ffs best 
to squash them before they 
get big and scary!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD fl^f 
by H»a1 Arnold antf IBS* 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orcSnary words. 


BLAYM 






Hfcto/yte 

boring 
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to October 
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Wjfe'nBte. 
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FLEEDI 
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46 Constructs 
48 ’For the Boys’ 

star 

50 Fountain orders 

51 Armistice 

53 Pack animals 

54 Butler of 
"Grace Under 
Fire* 


55 Lacking 
substance 

56 TV channel ol 
politicos 

57 Figure-skater's 
jump 

58 Type of lily 

59 Not kosher 

60 Byron poem 


DICHOR 

~ n 


G 0 TN& A BOpP 
rm>. 
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Now arrange me cfrctedl^^ 

form the suprieo 
gewed by the above &&&■ 
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Yesterdays | Jumbtes: MANGY GLAND AGENCY 

1 Answer. The kind of boyfrierfo 3 ho wM looking 
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Areview of news from the Arabic Press 


NAF chief reveals problems of non-repayment 
and failures of small projects 


** NEARLY 35 per cent of the small pro- 
jects backed by the National Aid Fund 
(NAF) have failed, said Khaled Ghneim. 
NAF acting director. He attributed the fail- 
ure to fraudulent acts by the beneficiaries 
due to difficult economic conditions and 
lack of specialised cadres at the fund to 
follow up on the projects. Ghneim stressed 
[hat the responsibility for the failure of 
most of the projects falls completely on the 
beneficiaries who either sold the projects 
at half tbeircost or did not follow up cor- 
rectly on the work for lack of experience. 

Ghneim said NAF has started to sort this 
problem gradually by implementing the 
regulations amended by the board of direc- 


tors. He indicated that article 19 of the reg- 
ulations stipulate that if a beneficiary is 
found to have given up the project without 
informing the NAF administration, the 
penalty would be to double the loan 
amount and repaying it over half the peri- 
od agreed before in addition to referring 
the beneficiary to the NAF lawyer. 

The acting director mentioned non- 
repayment of instalments as another prob- 
lem for NAF but he attributed that to weak 
security in the past and the widespread 
favouritism. Ghneim indicated thar non- 
repayment was on the decline as the rate of 
settling dues has risen to 45.7 per cent ( A1 
Dustour). 


Halaiqah mentions trade exchange through 
Internet as new challenge for Jordan 


** JORDAN FACES many challenges 
now and in the near future but most 
importantly is trade exchange through 
the Internet, said Ministry of Industry 
and Trade Secretary General Moham- 
mad Halaiqah. He added that the vol- 
ume of trade through the interner 
amounts to $2 billion and is expected 
to -reach $300 billion by the year 
2005. 

Halaiqah indicated that this matter 
requires many changes until finding a 
solution to problems related to a sys- 
tem of trade such as signing docu- 
ments, taxes and customs. Speaking 
during a seminar, the secretary gener- 
al called for benefiting from the expe- 
riences of other world countries in the 
area of “good manufacturing prac- 
tice." He also called for formulating a 
new terminology that would go along 


the coming era describing it as “good 
exports practice.’* 

The secretary general said: “We suf- 
fer from a deficit in the trade balance 
as our imports are 2.5 times the value 
of our exports.’* He stressed that there 
is no way out from the international 
recession cycle without resorting to 
exports. He stressed exports for Jor- 
dan specifically because of the small 
size of the market. 

Halaiqah emphasised that the Jor- 
danian economic policy focuses on 
two main elements: Attracting invest- 
ment and consolidating national 
exports. He highlighted the impor- 
tance of the two elements in keeping 
the flow of foreign currencies to the 
Kingdom and in easing the rate of 
unemployment (A1 Dustour). 





K®ECAST FORTSUbnOAY, NOVEMBER29, 1998 


ill 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (Mareh 21 to April 19) You’re in the mood to trav- 
el, back to old, familiar stomping grounds. If you can gath- 
er up a bunch of your buddies to go with you, so much the 
bettac, Looks like all of you are in.the mooclto play — - mote . 
fethe fun of it than for the gold medal. Knowing you, how- 

I you might win one anyway. 

RUS: (April 20 to May 20) You could get a lucky 
[today, financially. You might find something on sale, 
arirs pockeL How long has it been since you cleaned 
attic or basement? There might be a surprise just 
jg to be discovered. It’s a good idea to beaten down 
^winter anyway. Thai can be your excuse to go trea- 
g. 

(May 21 to June 21 ) This is a fabulous day for 
4j§£:Tf you’ve been think ing about running the marathon. 
fuptjL Your energy level will be high, and your friends 
a great support It’ll be even more fun if you’re play- 
ng^game with teams. Softball may not be in season right 
tow, but you can find something that is. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You're busy again today, 
possibly at the insistence of an older person. You should be 
fa- one who decides what you do with your time, right? 
WH1, today you’d be wiser to obey ciders. and quickly. The 
otter parson isn't in the mood to argue. Save your energy 
far a time or place where you can use it to better advantage. 
LEO:. (July 23 to August 22) Love looks good for you right 
1 tow. You could have a few stumbling blocks with comrau- 
ricajon, but nothing you can’i handle. When die other per- 
son says something to you, why don’t you just repeat it 
back? You might be surprised to find out it’s not what the 
person thinks he or she said at all. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) Continue to diwy 
Bp your money carefully among ail the places you could 
spritd it This will take concentration. There are plenty of 
things to spend money on, that's for sure. You're stretching 
your resources as far as they can go. but don't look at this 
as a hardship. Think of it instead as a game, at which you 
excel. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) The party contin- 
ues. Looks like lots of outrageous people pushing them- 
Sfilves, and possibly you. to the liraiL Under these condi- 
taisvjt's-easy to get swept along with the tide. You could 
;^ wurself doing something you wish you hadn t. It s OK. 

adventures, but don't be ridiculous about it- 
^nariber to fasten your safety belt. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21) You re racing 
^otind apin today. You’ve got zillions of things to do. and 
“where near enough time. Don't get stressed. Just pus 
yourself into overdrive. You’re in the mood tor it, and 
“•body’s making you do this. Besides, you could be in on 
a fabulous opportunity. It's almost as if the more you work, 
5* more money vou make. , ,, ,, , 

^GITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 > *** 

to** -in just about everything. You're solving difncu 
PhJblerios -as if they were child's play. You commumcare 
Jfiflvith the ones you love, and y our live is lull. You 
to happy times and forward to more of them, if „ 
^yourself in a slump, it’s because you can t figure out 
to do with all your abundance. , 

^RICORN: (December 22 to January 19 ) You and 
^sweetheart need to talk. Issues raised over the week- 
^ need to be resolved. You also need to compare notes on 
said what, etc. Between you, you'll get a P 
ghat’s going on. Then you can decide what to do next 
[he time for decisions will be tonight and tomorrow. 
DARIUS: (January 20 to February' 

T* 1<fe as, some of them contradicting what yo 
®° w - That happens when you learn. Just keep P 6 
^ and ask leading questions. Now the rest of - 

out and this could change things qute a bit. w 
You can roll with the. punches, if you keep obje 

! ^CES: (ftbmary 19 to Mareh 20) this is ajood ^ » 
>in yourself. Get something that wiU jpw 3 
■J^Bage In your career. A fabulous oppomin ty . “ 

^inake quite a bit more money, but you co • 

getting organised. Today, a tool that will help you 
schedule would be an excellent purchase. 

I . Stone of November: Topaz Tiger s Eye 


Swiss 
insurance 
premiums 
rise in 1997 
to $32.2b 

BERN (AFP) — Grass insur? 
ance premiums in Switzer- 
land rose 8.5 per cent in 1987 
to 4421 billion Swiss francs 
($32.2 billion), largely due to 
growth in the life insurance 
sec toe the Federal Office of 
Private Insurers (OFAP) has 
said. 

Gross premiums in life 
insurance rose 13.7 per cent 
last year compared to 1 1 .7 per 
cent in 1996. 

However, those in the casu- 
alty and property division fell 
by 22 per cent. OFAP said. 

An influx of new entrants 
into the Swiss market has 
more than compensated for 
the disappearance of some 
firms due to mergers. 

OFAP counted 164 private 
insurers in Switzerland in 
1997, or 1 1 more than existed 
two years previously. 

Seven of the newcomers 
are foreign firms establishing 
branches in Switzerland, 
where there are a total of 32 
such branches, most special- 
isms: in life insurance. 


Central Bank reserves stood 
at JD2.4b at end of September 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Gold and for- 
eign currency reserves at the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) declined to JD2.4 bil- 
lion in September compared 
to JD2.5 billion during the 
same period of 1997, the 
CBJ’s monthly report 
showed Saturday. 

The report, which was 
made available to the Jordan 
Times, indicated that the 
Kingdom’s foreign reserves 
in September amounted to 
$1.32 billion, which covers 
Jordan's imports for four 
months. compared to 


UAE warns 
foreign 
banks to 
hire more 
nationals 

DUBAI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has threatened 
foreign banks with a 
freeze on new Foreign 
recruitment unless they 
step up their efforts to 
hire nationals, newspa- 
pers said. 

“It is possible that the 
government will stop 
new visas allowing 
banks to hire foreign- 
ers,” the Minister of 
Labour and Social 
Affairs, Matar Hamid 
A1 Tayer, was quoted as 
saying by A1 Bayan 
newspaper. 

Banks were urged by 
the government last 
year to raise recruit- 
ment levels for locals 
by four per cent a year. 

But Tayer said local 
recruitment by some of 
the country's 48 for- 
eign banks stood only 
at about one per cent a 
year. 

He said his ministry 
“could sanction these 
banks, if they do not 
conform to the decision 
of the authorities, and 
forbid them to hire for- 
eigners." 

Official estimates pul 
the number of Emiraiis 
in the banking and 
insurance sectors ai 
about 12 per cent of the 
total workforce of 
12 . 000 . 

In 1996, the UAE 
expelled 170.000 ille- 
gal foreign workers and 
has tightened its immi- 
gration laws. 

Foreigners accouni 
for about S5 per cent of 
the country’s popula- 
tion of 2.4 million. 


JD1.59 billion in September 
1997, or enough to cover 
Jordan’s purchases for 4.8 
months. 

One reason for the decline 
in foreign reserves accord- 
ing to recent news reports 
was the sudden demand for 
the U.S. currency following 
the media reports of His 
Majesty King Husseins 
health. 

The King has been under 
treatment for non-Hodgkin 
Lymphoma in the United 
States since July. 

The 100-page report also 
showed thar assets in foreign 
currencies in commercial 


banks amounted to JD2.45 
billion in September com- 
pared to JD2-15 billion in 
the same period last year. 

The assets in local curren- 
cies in these banks amount- 
ed to JD7.8 billion in Sep- 
tember compared to JD7.52 
billion during the same 
month in 1997. 

While the commercial 
banks' deposits amounted to 
JD6.6 billion in September, 
up from JD6.4 billion in the 
same period of 1997, foreign 
currency reserves in these 
institutions amounted to 
JD2.5 billion compared to 
JD2.3 billion in September 


of last year. 

The credit facilities 
extended by the licensed 
banks to different economic 
activities and borrowers in 
September amounted to 
JD4.2 compared to JD4.03 
billion in the same period of 
1997, the report found. 

Deposits in Jordanian 
dinars in the commercial 
banks' branches in the Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas 
amounted to JD1.69 billion 
compared to JD1.56 billion 
in September of 1997, the 
report found. 

The CBJ statistics indicat- 
ed bad cheques in Septem- 


ber amounted to JD3S.4 mil- 
lion compared to JD41 mil- 
lion in August of the current 
year. 

Total foreign grants and 
domestic revenues in the 
second quarter of this year 
amounted to JD364 million 
while the government’s 
expenditure in the same 
period amounted to JD505.3 
million, with a deficit of 
JDI3I.7 milli on, the report 
said. 

Tax revenues in the second 
quarter of this year amount- 
ed to JD202 million com- 
pared to JD129.S million in 
non-tax revenues, it added. 



Personal Assistance Loan 



— . --- 1 . y.- ka-a’-jt*. 


strip 


For a short period of time only, 

2% discount on all PAL loans 


<z> 

BritishBank 

The British Bank o( the Middle East 
Member HSBC Croup 


Daring November & December BritishBank is lowering their PAL lending 
interest rates by an amazing 2 %. So if you are in need of a personal loan for 
a car, wedding or almost anything else, now is the time to take it 
For more information meet your friendly Customer Service Officer, 
or call oar enquiry hoi tines: 4770810, 5607471 ext 106 or 5636135. 


A goodwill present from BritishBank. 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN M ARKETPLACE *** J ord an Marketplace 


DAJAM JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour .fBm 
at our shop and get 
* JUMBO photo size 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079530007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


24-HOUR taxi service 


ARRIVE SAFE AM) SECURE 
ANYTIME ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 




CnysjM. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 


Quality Serviced States 


★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay ★Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

o* mail : crysol® go.com.jo 



C all Is Now 

55 . 1 0427 , 8,9 



TO ADV 
SEC 1? 


E IN THIS 
Ms CALL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tei. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


imra Jnprum 

Hotel 


5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 


At 6th Circle 
Tel:: 5510001 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 


{ ill qU< (Wsfoli 

Jor l . / ikfur J n npW 

Urn Uinrana Tel.: 5511126': 
Or?,vis.wn Is!.: 



Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 
Call our dedicated Conference Organizer .... 


4©st 
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Italy beats Yugoslavia 
for 3rd straight world title 


TOKYO (AP) — Italy 
became the first men’s 
team ever to win a third 
straight world title Sunday, 
defeating Yugoslavia 15- 
12, 15-5, 15-10 in the 
World Volleyball 

Championships final. 

In another final-round 
match, Cuba beat Brazil 
12-15. 15-6, 15-11, 15-12 
for the bronze medal in the 
24-team men's competi- 
tion that started Nov. 13. 

In the 16-team women’s 
contest held Nov. 3-12, 
Olympic champion Cuba 
also defended its world 
title. China placed second, 
followed by Russia and 
fourth-place Brazil. 

Italy’s conquest in men's 
volleyball began in 1990 
when it overpowered Cuba 
for its first world champi- 
onship in Rio de Janeiro. It 
retained the title in 1994 in 
Greece. 

But after numerous tro- 
phies, Italy lost the gold- 
medal match to the 
Netherlands at the 1996 
Olympics. 

On Sunday, the Italians 
led throughout, except for 
a brief 2-1 deficit in the 
second set, before a capac- 
ity crowd of 12.000 at 
Tokyo’s Yoyogi Stadium. 

The first set saw the 
score tied four times, at 51 
6, 9 and 12. Andrea Giani, 
Andrea Gardini and Marco 
Brachi led the Italians edg- 
ing their opponents in 
attacking, retrieving the 
ball, serving and blocking. 

The victory was revenge 
for Italy's three straight 
losses to the Yugoslavian 
squad since June last year. 
The first defeat was in a 





wm 



l % 


Italian volleyball players celebrate their victory-point against Yugoslavia in the final 
match of the men’s World Volleyball Championships in Tokyo. Italy beat Yugoslavia 
3-0 (15-12, 15-6, 15-10) (AFP photo) 


World League match and 
then in the European 
Championships six weeks 
later. The Italians also lost 
their quarterfinal round- 
robin match against 
Yugoslavia last week. 

The only time 
Yugoslavia mounted a real 
challenge came when the 
match was nearly over. It 
saved seven match points 
as it battled to stay in the 
game. At one point, an 


excited Italian fan even ran 
onto the court believing 
his team had won. 

Team captain Gardini 
had to point and show the 
man the giant scoreboard 
which still read Italy 14. 
Yugoslavia 10. 

The victory was a happy 
farewell for Bebeto, who 
has announced this is his 
last game in charge of the 
national team. 

Gardini was the most 


experienced player. He 
was a member of the start- 
ing six during all three 
World Championships that 
Italy won. 

“Finally the tournament 
is over," Bebeto said when 
Samuele Papi tipped in the 
championship point. 

Yugoslavian coach Zoran 
Gajic agreed Italy 
deserved the gold medal. 
“The Italians sure were 
superior in speed and 
power," he said. 


El 

Condor 

Pasa 

wins 

Japan 

Cup 


TOKYO CAFF) — El 
CoDdor Pasa led a Japanese 
1-2-3 finish to beat a strong 
international field in the $3.2 
milli on Japan Cup horse race 
on Sunday. 

Japanese jockey 

Masayoshi Ebina guided the 
three-year-old colt to victory 
after being third on the home 
stretch of the 2,400-metre 
Tokyo Race Course to win in 
two minutes 25.9 seconds. 

Air Groove, with Norihiro 
Yokoyama in the saddle, 
came in second two and a 
half lengths behind, fol- 
lowed by Yukio Okabe’s 
mount Special Week half a 
length further back. 

Silent Hunter from Japan 
led for most of the 15-borse 
race before El Condor Pasa 
took control in die final two 
furlongs. 

“I have to take my hat off 
to El Condor. He is really a 
strong horse,” said a jubilant 
Ebina, whose win was worth 
132 millio n yen ($1.1 mil- 
lion). 

Chief Beaihard from 
Canada, ridden by Jose 
Santos, was the leading for- 
eign horse two lengths 
behind Special Week fol- 
lowed by Cash Asmussen 
mount Maxzene from the 
United States. 


Goetschl flashes to 2nd straight downhill victory 


LAKE LOUISE (AFP) — Austrian 
speedster Renate Goetschle 
shrugged off two fog delays to win 
her second women’s alpine World 
Cup downhill in as many days. 

Goetschl led the Austrian charge 
for the second-straight day, blazing 
down the Lake Louise course in a 
time of one minute, 35.36 seconds. 

Austria had four skiers in the top 

six Saturday and three in the top six 
on Friday. 

For the second day in a row, 

Italy's Isolde Kostner had to settle 
for second. She was 56-hundredths 
of a second behind Goetschl. 
Regina Haeusl of Germany, who 

skied a strong race Friday but 


couldn’t crack the top five, was 
third in a rime of 1:33:95:- 
Goetschl’s two downhill victories 
at Lake Louise in consecutive days 
matched the performance last year 
of German star Katja Seizinger, 
who missed this year's Lake Louise 
stop with an injury. 

Asked about Seizinger’s absence. 

Goetschl said: 'It is sad she is not 

here, but it makes it more interest- 
ing. It is good that others are getting 

a chance to show what they can do.” 
Goetschl said the Austrians 

trained well over the summer and it 
showed in their results here. 

Kostner is off to the fastest start of 

her alpine career. Her two second- 


place finishes follow two mird- 
places here last year. 

“It is my best start to the season,” 
Kostner said. “Last year I had two 
thirds and this year I have twq sec- 
onds.” 

Next year, she said, she’ll try to 
keep improving. 

Germany's Haeusl said she could 

have also reached the podium on 

Friday but for a mistake in the mid- 
dle of the course where she lost her 

edge and almost fell. 

‘It was a big mistake,” she said. “I 

expected too much of myself after 
the training runs. Today I just tried 

to relax.” 

The race was delayed twice due to 


•heavy fog, especially on the top half 
of the course. Once the fog lifted, 
the race was run under sunny skies. 

Times on Saturday were faster as 
the soft snow disappeared and the 
2,601 metre course with a vertical 
drop of 687 metres became more 
hard packed. 

More than 60 centimetres of snow 

fell on the course Wednesday and 

Thursday forcing the cancellation of 
Thursday’s third training tun. 

Another five centimetres fell 
overnight as temperatures remained 

unseasonably warm in the Canadian 
Rockies. 

A super-giant slalom was sched- 

uled for Sunday. 


Stangassinger continues 

Austrian dominance 


ASPEN (AFP) — Thomas 
Stangassinger survived an icy 
course and the second-run 
heroics of Sebastien Amiez to 
capture a men's slalom here 
Saturday, and continue 
Austria's dominance in the 
alpine World Cup. 

Stangassinger, the 1994 
Olympic slalom gold medal- 
list in Lillehammer, claimed 
his ninth career World Cup 
victory in his preferred disci- 
pline with a total time of Imin 
27.32sec. 

But not before France’s 
Amiez reared back from 22nd 
place — 1.47 seconds behind 
first-leg leader Stangassinger. 
His second leg of 42.54 sec- 
onds gave him a total of 
1:27.58. Norway's Tom 
Sti arisen was third with an 
aggregate time of 1:27.69. 

“It is good to get an early 
victory,” Stangassinger said. 
“It shows that at 33 years (eds 
correct) I can still beat the 
competition.'’ 

S tangos singer's victory 

continued Austria's remark- 


able dominance of the young 
World Cup season. Austrian 
racers have won all but one of 
the five races so far. 

Stangassinger established a 
convincing lead on the first 
run, despite an icy course that 
proved disastrous to reigning 
Olympic champion Hans 
Peter Burass. 

The flawless Stangassinger 
finished the first leg 23-hun- 
dredths of a second ahead of 
compatriot Mario Reigner, 
with another Austrian, 
Christian Mayer. 26-hun- 
dredths of a second behind 
foe leader. 

Amiez, mired in 22nd, had 
no premonition of what was 
to come. 

“I was hoping for 10th 
place at best,” he said. “It was 
really unexpected.” 

But conditions had changed 
for the second leg, and those 
who trailed after the first run 
— and started early in the 
second — found foe soft 
snow more favourable. 

Albertville Games gold 



Fabrizio Tescari of Italy catches a ski tip on a gate in the lower section of the men’s 
World Cup slalom during the first heat Thomas Stangassinger of Austria won the 
event, with Sebastien Amiez of France second, and Tom Stiansen of Norway third 
(Reuters pboto) 


medallist Finn Christian 
Jagge was in 28th place after 
the first leg, more than two 
seconds adrift. He clocked the 
fastest second-leg time to 
move up to seventh. 


Stangassinger skied conser- 
vatively and produced the 
13th-fostest second-leg time 
for the win. 

It was an encouraging day 
for the Italian team, now try- 


ing to fill the void created by 
foe departure of Alberto 
Tomba. Italy had two top-ten 
finishers in Angelo Weiss 
(fifth) and Giorgio Rocca 
(JOth). 


Arab nations determined 
to silence rest of Asia 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Arab 
footballing nations are 
determined to prove to the 
rest of Asia where the real 
power lies when the Asian 
Games' preliminary round 
kicks-off here on Monday. 
With reigning Asian Cup 
holders Saudi Arabia refus- 
ing to send a team because 
of a long simmering diplo- 
matic row between the two 
countries. Gulf Cup winners 
Kuwait will fly the flag for 
foe west of Asia as the con- 
tinent continues to remain 
divided both on and off the 
pitch. 

The bitter rivalry between 
west and east Asia came to a 
head two years ago when 
foe executive committee of 
foe Asian Football 
Confederation, foe sport’s 
regional governing body, 
awarded foe hosting rights 
of the 2000 Asian Cup to 
Lebanon ahead of China, 
breaking foe AFC's unwrit- 
ten rule chat saw the hosting 
of previous tournaments 
alternate between east and 
west. 

Now with the Arab block 
gainin g more political con- 
trol at both regional and 
global level after backing 
Sepp Blotter's FIFA presi- 
dential campaign ahead of 
Lennart Johannson, foe 
eastern favoured candidate, 
foe confrontation moves out 
of foe political arena and 
back on to foe playing field. 

Earlier in foe month 
Kuwait stylishly won the 
Gulf Cup, a tournament 
played between the six 
members of foe Gulf Co- 
operation Council. 

Although foe Asian games 
team will consist mainly of 
Olympic players, foe Milan 
Macala-coacbed side will 
be among foe favourites. 

Captain of the side is 21- 
year-old striker Bashar 
Abdullah, who is set to 
announce his transfer from 
Kuwaiti club side A1 
Salmiya to Saudi Arabian 
giants Ai Hilal on Monday, 
but missing is Abdullah’s 
potent striker partner and 


foe Gulf Cup’s top scorer, 
Jassem Al Houwaidi. 

Fellow Arab nations such 
as Qatar and Oman are 
unlikey to prove much of a 
threat to foe powerhouses of 
the east such as Japan, 
South Korea and China, 
while foe United Arab 
Emirates were ineffectual at 
foe Gulf Cup several weeks 
ago, only finishing third. 

The west’s bid for glory is 
strengthened by Iran’s deci- 
sion to send a near full 
strength team. Young play- 
ers such as Ali Karimi have 
been drafted in to replace 
Bundesliga-based former 
Asian Player of foe Year 
Khodadad Azizi and Mehdi 
Pashazadeh. 

But with foe likes of 
Bayern Munich forward Ali 
Daei and Arminia 
Bielefeld’s Karim Bagheri, 
plus Asian Young Player of 
the Year Mehdi 
Mahdavikia, in the squad 
Iran will be hoping to emu- 
late their 1990 victory in 
China. 

For the east. South Korea 
have sent a side made up of 
players who are likely to 
feature when foe country 
co-hosts foe World Cup 
finals with Japan in 2002 
while foe Japanese are one 
of foe few nations to heed 
foe AFC’s advice and send 
their entire Olympic team. 
Their team is led by the pre- 
cocious Shinji Ono, a mem- 
ber of Japan’s World Cup 
squad at foe age of 18, and 
striker Atsushi Yanagjsawa, 
whose club side Kashima 
Anders won foe J-League 
title at foe weekend. 

C hina have taken a leaf 
from the Korean book and 
bave sent a team mixed with 
experience and youth. 

Coach Bobby Houghton 
has brought captain Fan 
Zhiyi and left-back Sun 
Jihai back from English 
First Division side Crystal 
Palace as well as including 
several other senior interna- 
tionals to play alongside foe 
cream of foe nation's young 
players. 


Hoping to throw a spanner 
in the works as they did four 
years ago will be 
Uzbekistan. The Uzbeks 
came to foe last Asian 
Games football tournament, 
in Hiroshima, as complete 
unkn owns and left Japan 
with foe gold medals after 
defeating China in the final. 

Once again foe Uzbeks 
will be sending a strong 
squad with veteran striker 
Igor Skvyrin called back 
from Israel to play along- 
side striker partner . Oleg 
Statskikh in an attempt to 
upset foe form book once 
again. Another of foe tour- 
nament’s dark horses will 
be Kazkahstan, who 

reached the second round of 
Asia’s World Cup qualify- 
ing tournament last year. 
Their challenge will be 
boosted by foe perfor- 
mances of their under- 19 
side at the Asian Youth 
Championship in 

Cbiangmai last month, 
when they finished fourth 
and qualified for the World 
Youth Championship in 
Nigeria next year. 

Several of that side will 
feature in foe squad here. 

Hosts Thailand, coached 
by European Cup winner 
Peter Withe, will have to 
stand up to foe pressure of 
foe home crowd and recent 
controversy after their on- 
pitch brawl with Qatar last 
week. 

The Thais, whose domi- 
nance of foe South East 
Asian region ended in 
September when they lost 
foe Tiger Cup to Singapore, 
have a lot to prove to both 
themselves and to the 
demanding home support 
and have set themselves foe 
lofty target of reaching foe 
semi-finals. 


IOC warns of more turmoil 
in Sydney Games organisation 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) 

Sunday lamented the loss 

of a key organiser of the 
Sydney Olympics and 

warned turmoil within 
the ranks was likely to 
continue. 

Rod McGeoch, the 52- 
year-old lawyer who 

fronted Sydney’s suc- 
cessful bid for the 2000 
Games, walked out of the 
Sydney Organising 
Committee for foe 

Olympic Games 

(SOCuG) last week say- 
ing there was a vendetta 

ag ains t him . 

IOC coordinator for the 
Sydney 2000 Jacques 
Rogge said he was 

shocked at McGeoch’s 
resignation and there was 
no guarantee the board 
would not undergo more 
changes before the 

Olympics. 

“It’s a big machine. It's 
a very difficult issue,” he 
told Sydney's Sunday 
Telegraph from Belgium. 
“It might not be foe end 
of the turnover.” 

He said McGeoch was 
the man who convinced 
the IOC to give Sydney 
foe Olympics. 

“He’s a very charismat- 
ic leader. He brought the 
Olympics to Sydney — 


that’s a fact.” 

While Syndey’s 

Olympic planning was 

on track despite 

McGeoch’s departure, 
Rogge warned that the 

impact of a proposed 

sales tax on Games mer- 


chandise would be disas- 
trous. 

The other outstanding 

issue was whether 

SOCOG would be able to 
meet its ambitious rev- 
enue targets from the 
sale of tickets. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAIUF 
t TANNAH HtRSCH 


CLOSE THE HATCHES 


North -South vulnerable. South 
deals 

NORTH 

*K 543 

<?Q5 

0 643 
*AKQ9 


WEST 
4972 
<710873 
■> A Q 7 6 2 

*4 

SOUTH 
*A 6 
OAJ 92 
OK 10 8 
*10875 


EAST 
4 Q <T10 8 
9 K 64 
O J9 

* J632 


WEST NORTH BAST 
Paw 1 * Pm 
Pom SWT Pm 


Opening lead: Six of O 

There are times at the bridge 
table when you can turn the tables 
on « potential calamity. Today's 
deal is a typical example. 

The auction was routine. Once 
Sooth showed a limited, balanced 
hand North saw no point in raising 
South'd ouit with four-card support 


headed by the three top honors. 
Trying for an 11-trich game when 
there was a mom attractive nine- 
trick one in sight would have been 
foolish. 

West led a low diamond and 
dec la r er could not afford to hold up. 
After winning the king, declarer 
cashed two rounds of clubs and 
learned the bad news when West 
discarded a low heart. ITie queen of 
hearts came next, covered by the 
king and won by the ace in the 
closed hand. How would you pro- 
ceed? 

After some thought, declarer 
found the key play, cashing the 
table’s re ma i nin g club honor. That 
posed an insoluble discarding prob- 
lem for West If West parted with a 
heart, declarer would score three 
more tricks in the suit; if West 
slufled a diamond, declarer would 
hove time to set up a loo* heart. 
That forced a spade piieh from the 
defender, and declarer read the 
petition perfectly. 

The ace and king of spades were 

cashed and b diamond from dummy 
GRctud the nine and ten. West was 
able to win, cash three more dia- 
mond tricks to complete the defen- 
sive book, but then had to lead a 

from lhe *4” into 
declarer’s J 9 tenace. 


CINEMA TEL; 463-4144 


FHHAEELPHIA '1/ A PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Drew Barrymore .. in 

MAD LOVE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Michael Gouglas & 
Val Kilmer .. in 

THE GHOST AND 
THE DARKNESS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30, 1030 


CINEMA TEL5G99238 

PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 


x 


Big fap n Yanea Theatx* 



FEAR IS IN THE AIR 

'TURBULENCE AHEAD' 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00, 8:15,1030 
gQN CP 8 P .. y 
BODYGUARD 
, Shows: 330,530 J 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


THE MASK 
OF ZORRO 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com. jo/GaUeria 
Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


TEL; 4625155 


watch out for 
the new play 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 830, 10:30 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies . 
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licapped athletes mark King’s birthday 

,^-7 Under the patronage of Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh, the Jordan 

SjpjgiTederaUon tor the Handicapped in conjunction with the Ministry of Social 
- pMopment will hold a sports festival for handicapped atheites Sunday. The event in 
*™*»^*y marking His Majesty King Hussein 63rd birthday 


j^giair to host International Wrestling Tournament 

- — The Jordan Olympic Committee has gievn the Jordan Wrestling 
. ipn (JWF) the go-ahead to hold an international wrestling championship next 
^sanctioned by the international Wrestling Federation. JWF President Ibrahim 
said the committee set JD 14,000 for the event, which will include athletes 
fron" Egypt, Syria, Tunisia, Algeria, Iraq, Romania, Bulgaria, Iran, Turkey, 
Yugoslavia, Greece, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, and Jordan. A joint Jordanian-Syrian 
toinipjj camp is expected to be held at the end of next month. 

Basketball federation meets clubs officials 

{ AMMAN - — The Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) will meet Sunday with local 
clubs to discuss the possibility of organising an under- 18 championship next month, 
according to JBF President Mudar Majdoub. The federation is expected to examine the 
situation with A1 Jazireh Club after recent controversies between the two sides. A1 
Jazireh’s Nasser Alawneh and Musa Bashir might join the national team's training 
after Majdoub said he would send an official request to the club regarding the issue. 

Asian federation to hold coaches seminar 

AMMAN — The Asian Soccer Federation is planning to hold two training courses 
next year for Jordanian coaches at the advanced and beginner levels. The two- week- 
long first course is expected to be held in Irdid in February, while the second will be 
held in Amman in May for three weeks. Nominees will be chosen later according to 
ibe federation's conditions. 

Jordan competes in Arab futsai tournament 

AMMAN — The national soccer team Monday starts training for the First Arab Futsai 
Championship, which will be held in Egypt Dec. 5-16. Mu’taz Risheh, Ali Mahmoud, 
Muhannad Mahadin, Badran Shaqran, Hasounab Sheikh, Hamdi Saeed, Hatera Aqel, 
Abdullah Qurati, Ali Jum’a, Hussein Alawneh, Hytham Samrin and Ra'fat Ali will 
represent Jordan in the event. 

Irbid wins chess championship 

IRBID — Irbid clinched the title of the Jordanian Cities Chess Championship, which 
was held over the weekend, after a tough competition against Amman and Salt teams. 1 
Teams from Zarqa, Mafraq, Ramtha, and Ajloun also took pan. 


Compiled by Ahmad Khadb 





of Austria, speeds past a gate while on her way to winning the first 

forid Cup downhill of the season, in Lake Louise, Canada. Goetschi won 
itb a time of 1:36.12, Italy’s Osolde Kostner was second and Austria’s 
Mdssnftzer was third (Reuters photo) 

tschl cruises to downhill win 
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ine World Cup 
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Picabo Street, 
clocked lmin 
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but she did prevent a top 
three sweep by the Austrian 
team. Austria had three rac- 
ers in the top six as Michaela 
Dorfmeister finished sixth in 
1:37.04. 

Goetschi and Kostner were 
the only two skiers able, last 
winter, to beat Seizinger and 
win a downhill. 

But Germany's Seizinger 
is still recovering from 
injury, as is America’s Street. 

Seizinger won all three 
World Cup races at Lake 
Louise last year before going 
on to take the gold medal in 
the downhill at the Nagam- 
Winter Olympics. 

She is recovering from a 
knee injury suffered in June 
while testing new skis. She 

hopes to be back on skis m a 

couple of weeks and possiblv 
compete in the world cham- 
pionships in January in Vail. 

Street is nursing a knee 
injuiy that she fears could 

mean the end of her downhill 

days. 

More than 60 centimetre 
of sdow fell on the course 
Wednesday and Thursda> 
forcing the cancellation ul 
Thursday’s third training run. 

The weather, cloud>. 
cleared Friday after the fiN 
10 minutes of the race so inai 
the majority of the racers rail 

under sunny skies. 

The skiers tested the top 

section of the course for the 

first time Friday morning. 

Tbe first three gates bad been 

closed during the two train- 


ing runs because of fresh 
snow. A total of 54 racers 
completed die 2,601 metre 
course with a vertical drop of 
687 metres. 


Special 
Week 
favourite 
for Japan 
Cup 


TOKYO (R) — Japan 
Derby winner Special 
Week was listed as the 5-2 
favourite on Saturday for 
Sunday's Japan Cup, the 
country's top international 
horse race. 

Due to the thin field of 
foreign entries, Japanese 
horses were the top three 
favourites in the 2,400 
metre race on turf, which 
offers 132 million yen 
($1.1 million) to the win- 
ner. 

Three-year-old Special 
Week, sired by Kentucky 
Derby winner Sunday 
Silence out of Campaign 
Girl, cruised to an easy vic- 
tory in the 2,400-metre 
Japan Derby on June 7. 

The colt will be ridden by 
Yukio Okabe. 

Japanese five-year-old 
mare Air Groove, the run- 
ner up in last year’s Japan 
Cup and ridden by Norihiro 
Yokoyama on Sunday, was 
the next favourite at 5-1. 

Three-year-old Japanese 
colt El Condor Pasa with 
Masayoshi Ebina aboard 
was listed at 7-1. 

Among the foreign hors- 
es, 1997 Breeder’s Cup 
Turf winner Chief Beaitaart 
was listed at 10-1. 

The Canadian horse 
placed fourth in this year’s 
Breeder's Cup Turf as the 
chestnut rallied in the home 
stretch, but did not have 
enough to defend its title. 

British gelding Faithful 
Son with jockey Lanfranco 
Dettori was also at 10-1. 

Faithful Son represents 
Godolphin Management 
and would appreciate the 
drop back from the two 
miles of the Melbourne 
Cup where he was a cred- 
itable seventh under top 
weight. 

German colt Caitano was 
listed at 14-1 to win the 
Cup in its second straight 
attempt. Arc de Triomphe 
winning jockey Olivier 
Peslier will be aboard die 
colt. 

Five-year-old U.S. mare 
Maxzene, ridden by Cash 
Asmussen. was at 25-1 
while much-traveled 
British horse Luso was at 
60-1. 

Top Irish jockey Michael 
Kinane will try to lead the 
Clive Brittain-trained horse 
to victory in its seventh 
country. 


Moya ends Spain’s long wait 
to reach Hanover final 


HANOVER (AFP) — 
Carlos Moya became the 
first Spaniard since Manuel 
Orantes in 1976 to reach the 
World Championship final 
as he outfought Briton Tim 
Henman for a 6-4, 3-6, 7-5 
semi-final victory here on 
Saturday. 

Henman, who has 
improved his ATP Tour 
computer ranking from 
ninth to a career-best sev- 
enth, felt the tension in the 
closing stages of the 2hr 
20mm battle. 

Moya produced a blazing 
passing shot which the 
Briton could not touch to 
hold two match points and 
then produced a superb ser- 
vice return winner for victo- 
ry to take his career record 
to two wins and three 
defeats against Henman. 

The Spaniard, winner of 
the French Open and now 
far from being mere/y a clay 
court specialist, will await 
an opponent from the sec- 
ond semi-final between top 
seed Pete Sampras of the 
United States and Spaniard 
Alex Corretja. 

Henman blamed his 
defeat on his service, which 
was also cruelly exposed by 
Greg Rusedski on Friday. 

“It has not been good 
enough all week. I wasn’t 
getting a lot of first serves in 
and I had to win points from 
the backcouit moving up, 
that's not bow I wanted to 
do it,'’ the 24-year-old said. 

However, Henman, who 
finished last year ranked 17 
added that he would be dis- 
appointed if he did not 
make further progress next 
season. 



Britain's Tim Henman returns a backhand to his Spanish opponent and this year's 
French Open champion Carlos Moya, during their semifinal clash at the ATP World 
Championships in Hanover (AFP photo) 


“If 1 can continue the 
progress of the past five or 
six months, reaching the 
quarter-finals of Grand 
Slams will not be good 
enough." he said. 

“I'll be wanting to get to 
the finals and win them." he 
added. 

Sampras is seeking to cap 
a dream season — in which 
he clinched the year-end 
World No.l ranking for a 
record-breaking sixth 
straight time — with a fifth 
trophy at the $3.5 million 
championships. 

Corretja will aim to dou- 
ble the Spanish pleasure at 
the eight-man event. 

Moya needed 51 minutes 
to win the opening set in 
front of a crowd of 13,000 


which included 

Chancellor 

Schroeder. 

The Spaniard 
Henman in the 
game, taking 
Three games 


German 
Gerhard 

broke 
seventh 
a 4-3 lead, 
later, he 
secured the set after 
Henman saved the first of 
two Moya set points with an 
sharply angled cross-court 
winner. 

Moya put a forehand 
down the line to take the set 
on the next point 
The Briton rallied imme- 
diately in the second set 
breaking the Spaniard twice 
for a 4-1 lead. Henman 
saved break points in the 
seventh game and levelled 
sets with an unrerumable 
serve. 


Henman broke in the first 
game of the final set but 
Moya then displayed his 
fighting spirit with a fore- 
hand past the Briton to 
break back and level at 3-3. 

The Briton failed on a pair 
of break point chances in 
the seventh game and had ro 
save one against his own 
serve in the eighth. 

Moya got out of potential- 
ly serious trouble when 
down 30—40 in the ninth 
game, saving the break 
point when Henman slipped 
and was unable to chase a 
return. The Briton made it 
5-5 with a reflex volley 
winner but Moya then won 
the final two games to seal 
his win. 


Warnecke 
equals his 
own world 
record 

FULDA, Germany (AFP) 
— Mark Warnecke of 
Germany equalled his own 
world record of 26.97 sec 
for the 50m breaststroke at 
the German short-course 
swimming championships 
on Sunday. 

Warnecke, 28. a bronze 
medallist at the Atlanta 
Olympics, set the short- 
course record on February 
8, 1997 in Paris. 


FOR RENT 

(OWNER IS LEAVING THE COUNTRY) 

Furnished super deluxe and new flat on the ground floor. Consisting 
of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 large salons, with a dining room, 

2 sitting rooms, new and fully equipped kitchen, garage, separate 
entrance, large outdoor veranda, with small garden. 

Location: Um Utheina. Tempting rent 

Call Tel.: 5865970 or Mobile: 079/538919 


The National Music Conservatory I Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


Monday. 30 November 7S98 - BMpjn. 
Manioc Hotel. Al Waha Hall JO 7 




Crazy About George 


Kathym Magestro (soprano) and John Ferguson (piano) 
In cooperation with the American Center 



Tuesday. 1 December 1993 • &00 pm 
Term Sanaa Cultural Center. JD 7 


Pillar Jurado (soprano), 

Manuel Rodriguez (flute) and Julio Manaz (piano) 

HI- In cooperation with Institute Cervantes 



WediBsday, 2 DecanbenggB ■ 8: 00 pjn. 
fladsson SAS Hotel-P WfeddpNa Hafl, JD 2L 


I A Concert of Musical Relics 


(harp, vioBn, ceflo, horn, dam* and piano and vocals) 

AH proceeds will go to the Fund in Memory of Dina Habash 
at Al Halath Foundation for Humanistic Cara 


Saturday. 5 December 1993-&00 pju. 
Union Bank Has, JD 7 


I Italian Piano Duo 


Barbara Cattabbnl and Domenico Pocda 
In cooperation with the Italian Embassy 



Tickets available at 
o Aiahiia-Abeia Superstore, teL 5688481 
° Alissar Flowers, teL 5527695 
° Babiche, tel. 5661322 


RadissonXCT 


Caffe Moka, teL 5926285 
Music Box, teL 5815745 
Radsson SAS Hotel, teL 56071 00 * * 

The National Music Conservatory, tel. 5687620 

PHSMA5S374QD 


Bayern, 
Leverkusen 
pull clear 

BONN (R) — Home wins 
for Bayern Munich and 
Bayer Leverkusen on 
Saturday allowed them to 
pull away from their rivals 
at the top of the German 
first division. 

Leaders Bayern cruised 
to a 2-0 triumph over 
Nuremberg with goals 
from Giovane Elber and 
BLxente Lizarazu. 

Paulo Rink and Emerson 
gave Leverkusen a 2-0 vic- 
tory against MSV 
Duisburg. 

Leverkusen stayed sec- 
ond, two points behind 
Bayem, who have a game 
in hand. 

Third-placed TSV 1860 
Munich lost ground, crash- 
ing 4-1 at Werder Bremen. 
They were left five points 
behind Leverkusen. 


West Ham move to 2nd 


LONDON (R) — Two goals by Trevor Sinclair gave West Ham 
United a 2-1 victory over Tottenham Hostpur on Saturday and 
moved them to second place in the English Premier League. 

Harry Redknapp’s team are on 26 points — three behind 
Aston Villa who came from 2-0 down to draw 2-2 at 
Nottingham Forest. 

Manchester Lfaited .Arsenal and Leeds are all in action on 
Sunday. 

Duncan Ferguson celebrated his 8 million pounds ($13-25 
million) move" to Newcastle United by scoring twice in a 3-1 
home victory over Wimbledon while Danny Cadamateri, 
replacing the Scot al Evenoo, scored twice in their 2-1 win at 
Charlton. 

Elsewbere, Emile Heskey scored in ihe last minute to earn 
10-raan Leicester a 1-1 draw at Coventry. Chelsea were held 1- 
1 ar home by Sheffield Wednesday while Derby won 1-0 at 
Southampton. 


FOR SALE 
Mercedes 300 SE 

Duty unpaid, 1991, W12fi body, white, grey cloth interior, 
125,000km, 2 elec, front seats (driver's with memory), 2 air 
bags, automatic, ASR, ABS brakes, alarm system, tinted win- 
dows. feather steering wheel, A/C, elec, windows, walnut wood, 
(4) headrests, Becker 2000 grand prix radio/cassette, central 
lock, AL alloy rims, serviced always at Mercedes dealer. 
Phone: 5689691 — Fax: 5689693. 


VACANCIES 


The United States AID is willing to employ Mechanic to work with 
the Restructuring Support for the Jordan Valley Authority and under 
the yearly contract basis with the following qualifications and 
experiences:- 

A - Engineer 

• BSc or MSc degree in Mechanical Engineering (Machinery) 

• Has a good knowledge in maintenance of machinery, vehicles, 
and agriculture apparatus and networks 

• Willing to work full time in the Jordan Valley 

• Has the ability to communicate with farmers 

• Proficiency in English language is a must 

• Has enough knowledge in computer applications, capability of 
using instruments, equipment and tools regarding the subject 

• Minimum experience is (7) years for BSc and (5) years for MSc 

The qualified persons shall submit their CV and certificates to the 
Jordan Valley Authority (Address below) no later than 14:00 local 
time on 5th of December, 1 998. 

Address 

Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 

Amman P.O. Box 2769 - Jordan 

Fax.: 962-6-5689916 
TeL: 962-6-5689400/Ext. 401 
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Israel in secret talks with 
Lebanon, Syria — report 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
senior Israeli intelligence 
officer has held secret talks 
with Lebanese and Syrian 
officials on possible 
arrangements for an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from 
south Lebanon and a 
resumption of peace negoti- 
ations, the Maariv newspa- 
per reported on Sunday. 

The officials met in an 
unnamed European capital 
as part of a series of con- 
tacts aimed at reviving the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks 
of the Middle East peace 
process after a suspension 

of nearly three years, 

Maariv said. 

The newspaper quoted 
senior Israeli sources as 
confirming die contacts but 
the defence ministry refused 
to comment officially and a 
spokesman for Prime 

Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu denied the 

report. 

According to the report. 
Israel has informed the 
Lebanese and Syrians that it 
is willing to order a partial 
withdrawal of troops from 
the buffer zone it occupies 
in south Lebanon in tandem 
with new security arrange- 
ments to rein in anti-Israel 
guerrillas operating along 
die border. 

Such an agreement would 
thea lead to the resumption 
of full peace negotiations 
which were suspended in 
February 1996, Maariv said. 


Netanyahu has so far 
refused Syria's condition 
for resuming the negotia- 
tions — dial the talks 
resume where they broke 
off in 1996 under Israel’s 
previous Labour govern- 
ment, which had agreed in 
principle to return most of 
the Golan Heights to Syria 
in exchange for peace. 

At the start of this year 
Netanyahu's cabinet 

approved for the First time 
the 1978 U.N. resolution 
425 c allin g for Israel's with- 
drawal from Lebanon. 

But the decision linked 
any pullback to guarantees 
that Lebanon's army would 
take control of south 
Lebanon and prevent cross- 
border attacks, notably by 
the Syrian- and Iranian- 
backed Islamist militia 

' Hizbollah. 

Lebanon and Syria both 
rejected the offer, insisting 
Israel withdraw unilaterally 
and prior to any negotia- 
tions. 

Israeli public opinion has 
grown markedly more 

favourable in recent months 
to a unilateral withdrawal 
from Lebanon and 

Netanyahu was* due to 
debate the issue at a cabinet 
meeting Sunday. 

Netanyahu cut short a 
European visit over the 

weekend to return borne for 
the talks following a rash of 
deadly Hizbollah attacks on 
Israeli troops in south 


U.N. inspectors put Iraqi 
cooperation to real test 


(Continued from page 1) 

The oil embargo cannot 
be lifted until the council 
determines that Iraq has 
been stripped of biologi- 
cal. chemical and nuclear 
weapons as well as long- 
range missiles. 

In the comprehensive 
review, the diplomats said, 
the Security Council is 
expected to draw up a 
“road map” of outstanding 
arms issues and Butler 
could visit Baghdad at that 
point to agree on a work 
schedule. 

On Sunday, an influential 
Baghdad daily warned that 
renewed cooperation with 
UNSCOM "does not mean 
that the injustice of the 
embargo will still be toler- 
ated." 

“Must we wait for still 
more years to see the 
embargo lifted?" asked 
Babel, run by President 
Saddam Hussein's eldest 
son Uday. It urged the 
Security Council not to 
delay the review. 

Babel also renewed accu- 
sations that Butler was 
seeking to provoke a new 
crisis that would clear the 
way for U.S. punitive 
strikes and block any 
review. 

But the senior diplomat 
noted that Butler and Iraq 
were both showing more 
flexibility in their letters 
over the documents row 


and that the UNSCOM 
chief appeared to have 
dropped his insistence on a 
handover “now." 

“It’s an issue that will 
take some time.'' he said. 

In replies to letters from 
Butler requesting more 
arms documents, Iraq has 
said they had already been 
made available, been 
destroyed, or did not exist. 

But despite the row, “the 
Iraqis appear to have 
learnt" that the Nov. 14 
break with UNSCOM left 
Baghdad isolated, the 
diplomat said. “1 expect 
they will now keep a cool 
head,” at least until the 
review. 

“A good sign" of Iraq’s 
new tact was its accep- 
tance of a full new terra of 
the U.N. “oil-for-food" 
humanitarian accord, 
which Baghdad has always 
regarded as a cover for 
prolonged sanctions, he 
said. 

On Sunday, as on every 
day since UNSCOM’s 
return from evacuation, 
several UNSCOM jeeps 
went out on site visits, wit- 
nesses said. 

Iraq has reported that 
UNSCOM is increasing 
"surprise" inspections. But 
the Special Commission, 
while keeping a lid on its 
activities, has said all 
inspections are carried out 
on a no-notice basis. 


Israelis barred from 
building settler homes 

(Continued from page 1) 

About 170.000 Jews live in some 150 settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza, both captured by Israel in a 
1967 Middle East war. 

In Jericho in the West Bank. Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour walked out of a meeting to discuss future 
peace moves that he and chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat had with Israeli negotiator Danny Naveh. 

“I stormed out of the meeting in anger over Israel's 
policy on settlements and prisoners which aims at 
destroying the accords," Asfour told Reuters. “We 
informed the Americans of the situation and we demand 
a clear U.S. position on the issues of settlements and 
prisoners." 

Palestinians were angered by Israel’s inclusion of 
common criminals in the release of the first third of 750 
prisoners due to be released in three months under a 
U.S.-brokered peace deal with Israel signed at the White 
House last month. 

In response to the criticism Naveh said Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu had made clear during negotia- 
tions last month that Israel would not free “murder- 
ers,’\ u terrorists with blood on their hands" or members 
of the Hamas group. 

Erekat told Reuters: “We demanded that we review the 
names of the prisoners with them, name by name, and I 
asked the Israeli government not to implement the agree- 
ment regarding the prisoners if it will be based on their 
categories." 


Lebanon. 

Seven Israeli soldiers 
were killed over the past 
two weeks in the region, 
including four who died in 
two bombings Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon, a security 
hawk infam ous for spear- 
heading Israel's 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon, has now 
become one of the strongest 
supporters of a unilateral 
pullback. 

He has proposed pulling 
toe troops out of toe 15 kilo- 
metre wide zone in stages 
coupled with a clear warn- 
ing to Lebanon and Syria 
that subsequent cross-bor- 
der attacks would meet with 
harsh retaliation. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai strongly oppos- 
es the Sharon plan and 
according to Israel Radio 
received toe frill backing of 
top army officials during 
discussions late Saturday in 
Tel Aviv. 

The military establish- 
ment is expected to present 
other policy options at 
Sunday’s cabinet meeting, 
including a withdrawal 
from some isolated outposts 
in south Lebanon and a 
reduction in ground patrols. 

The partial pullback could 
be preceded by warning 
strikes deep into Lebanon 
and against Syrian interests 
in the country, Israeli media 
reported. 

six 

civilians 
killed in 
Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Six civil- 
ians were killed in a series 
of recent rebel attacks in 
Algeria, local newspapers 
said on Sunday. 

Three civilians were shot 
dead on Friday when they 
were caught at a fake road- 
block put up by suspected 
Muslim rebels in Ain 
Soltane. area in Ain Defla 
province, 130 km southwest 
of Algiers, said El Watan 
and Le Matin newspapers. 

In a separate incident sus- 
pected Muslim guerrillas 
dragged away wo shep- 
herds into a deserted farm 
where they hung them and 
cut their throats, said La 
Tribune daily. 

It said toe killing took 
place on Thursday at Ain 
Hadjar village in Saida 
region, 340 km southwest of 
Algiers. The rebels stole the 
victims’ 100 sheep appar- 
ently to feed toeir fellow 
guerrillas, toe newspaper 
said. 

A bomb explosion killed a 
farmer and wounded his 
wife and son on Friday in 
Tadjenna in Chief province, 

1 50 km west of Algiers, said 
El Watan. 

It said toe bomb was 
planted by rebels near toe 
victims 's home. It gave no 
more details. 

La Nouvelle Republique 
said authorities had 
unearthed toe bodies of six 
people from a mass grave in 
M’Sila area, 180 km south 
of Algiers. They had been 
killed last year but the grave 
was only discovered in the 
last few days, it said. 




Turk PM rejects European peace bid on Kurds 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's 
caretaker Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz has rejected 
German and Italian plans 
for a European bid to end 
conflict between Turkish 
forces and guerrillas loyal 
to Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. 

“If the problem at issue 
here is the one between 
Turkey and its citizens of 
Kurdish origin, then the 
only place for a solution is 
Turkey," Anatolian news 
agency quoted Yilmaz say- 
ing late on Saturday. 

German Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer and Italian 
Foreign Minister Lamberto 
Dini agreed at the' weekend 
to launch a European initia- 
tive to seek a “peaceful 
solution in southeast 
Turkey,” centre of the fight- 
ing. 

The declaration came 
amid international wran- 


gling over the fate of 
Ocalan, now in Italy. His 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) has fought Turkish 
forces for 14 years in a con- 
flict in which more than 
29,000 people have died. 

Turkey's general staff on 
Sunday confirmed a PKK 
claim to have shot down a 
Turkish army helicopter, 
killing 16 troops, in the 
southeast state-run 

Anatolian news agency 
reported. 

It cited a general staff 
statement saying the 
Sikorsky helicopter had 


statement saymg the 
Sikorsky helicopter had 
crashed after “light arms 
fire from terrorists struck 
the. pilot" The PKK on 
Saturday claimed responsi- 
bility for downing the air- 
craft. 

The armed forces had ear- 
lier said they were investi- 
gating the cause of the 
crash, which occurred on 


Friday. PKK rebels brought 
down two Turkish military 
helicopters in northern Iraq 
last year using Russian- 
made missiles. 

Yilmaz also attacked 
Germany and Italy for their 
failure to try Ocalan. whom 
Turkey considers a “terror- 
ist" and charges with per- 
sonal responsibility for toe 
deaths in the conflict 

“Italy did not have the 
courage to try this person 
under its laws, nor did 
Germany," he said. Ocalan 
was arrested in Italy earlier 
this month. At present be is 
under police protection in a 
Rome villa. 

Rome rejected a demand 
for Ocalan to be extradited 
to Turkey because Italian 
law bars sending suspects 
to a country where they 
could face the death penal- 
ty. The refusal has put 
severe strain on relations 


between toe two countries. 

Germany has also refused 
to act on an arrest warrant 
for Ocalan, fearing reprisals 
by PKK militan ts and 
unrest among some 2.7 mil- 
lion Turks and Kurds in 
Germany. 

Germany and Italy have 
pledged to ensure that 
Ocalan faces trial but have 
not said where it might take 
place. 

Yilmaz was toppled in 
parliament last week. He is 
serving as a caretaker prime 
minister until a new gov- 
ernment is set up. 

Turkish public anger with 
Italy was demonstrated by 
thousands of minibus dri- 
vers who toured the streets 
of Ankara in convoy on 
Sunday, sounding horns 
and carrying banners read- 
' ing “The baby-killer must 
be brought to justice.’’ 


Iraq to host conference on Gulf war effects 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
hosts a conference this week 
to focus attention on what it 
says is an enduring health and 
environmental disaster 
caused by depleted uranium 
munitions used by the United 
Stales and Britain in toe 1991 
Gulf war. 

‘This war has not ended," 
Nasra Sadoon, director-gen- 
eral at toe Information and 
Culture Ministry, told 
Reuters. “It's still going on 
without toe world knowing 
about it" 

Depleted uranium (DID is 
used to harden ammunition, 
making it highly effective in 
piercing tank armour. 

Britain has said DU rounds 
can produce small amounts of 
radioactive and toxic particles 
on impact but it is unlikely 
that anyone outside the target 
area could be affected 

Sadoon is among toe organ- 
isers of toe two-day confer- 
ence due to open on 
Wednesday, bringing together 
Iraqi researchers with 50 for- 
eign doctors, scientists and 
veterans of US. and British 
forces suffering from so- 
called Gulf war syndrome. 

Iraq will give details of 


what it says is a dramatic 
jump in cancer cases since the 
Gulf war, especially in toe 
south. 

“There is massive radioac- 
tive contamination in south- 
ern provinces, in addition to 
toe exposure of the people to 
radioactive and chemical tox- 
icity," said Sami A1 Araji, 
who serves on a government 
committee studying the war's 
aftermath. 

Araji said allied forces had 
estimated they had used 300 
tonnes of DU munitions 
against Iraqi forces, but said 
other researchers put the fig- 
ure at 700 to 800 tonnes. 

“There has been an alarm- 
ing increase in cancers and 
other unusual diseases," be 
said, citing genetic deformi- 
ties and abnormalities in Iraqi 
children bom after the Gulf 
war. 

“Among military person- 
nel, lymphomas and 

leukaemia have risen five to 
six times in the last five years. 
Among children and civilians 
the rise has gone beyond that 
number," he added. 

The southern Shi’ite 

provinces are some of Iraq's 
poorest regularly scoring 


badly in surveys of health 
care, malnutrition, school 
atten dance and water sanita- 
tion. 

With its health services dev- 
astated by eight years of sanc- 
tions imposed for its invasion 
of Kuwait Iraq says it cannot 
afford expensive cancer drugs 
to treat the afflicted, let alone 
the huge cost of decontami- 
nating DU-polluted areas. 

Sadoon said particles from 
DU munitions had found their 
way into food and water 
chains, causing cancer and 
other diseases. 

‘The conference will also 
discuss the link between Gulf 
war syndrome and similar 
effects in Iraq, which we 
believe are caused by deplet- 
ed uranium." she added. 

Iraqi officials say they hope 
to spur scientific debate on 
what they see as a deadly 
legacy of the conflict while 
acknowledging that more 
research needs to be done. 

“We are seeing a good num- 
ber of patients coming from 
toe area of heavy bombard- 
ment, especially in toe south," 
said Selma Haddad, bead of 
the oncology unit at the 
Mansour Children's Teaching 


Hospital in Baghdad, one of 
the two main centres to which 
chQd cancer cases are referred 
from all over Iraq. 

Tt might be related to the 
effect of that (DU) pollution, 
but I think we need a more 
wide epidemiological and sta- 
tistical study to be sure of 
that," she said. 

Iraq sent a formal complaint 
to U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan in May, reserving 
its right to compensation for 
toe “appalling damage" 
caused by allied use of DU 
tank shells. 

Britain rejected Iraq's 
charge that its use of DU 
weapons violated the U.N. 
Charter and international 
agreements. It said its 
Challenger tanks had fired 
fewer than 100 new 120-mm 
rounds with a DU core 
against Iraqi forces and its 
armoured forces had been 
operating well away from 
population centres. 

In October a preliminary 
report by the World Health 
Organisation proposed send- 
ing a WHO mission to south- 
ern Iraq to research radiation 
levels and reportedly higher 
cancer rates. 


last few days, it said. 1 Iraq will give details of poorest regularly scoring Mansour Children s Teaching cancer rates. 

Israeli security cabinet fails to reach conclusion on Lebanon quagmire 

(Continued from page 1) ing. dozens of Israelis held a said Israeli forces staged against the enemy if it attacks occupied security zone o 


Sharon said Israel's efforts to 
end a 20-year troop presence in 
south Lebanon could not be 
held hostage by Syria. 

“Israel warns peace negotia- 
tions with Syria. „ but we can- 
not link negotiations with Syria 
with what is happening in 
Lebanon," Sharon told 
reporters hours before the 
emergency government talks. 

Sharon said Israel's founder- 
ing eight-month-old initiative 
to withdraw from Lebanon 
under toe auspices of UN. 
Security Council Resolution 
425 could not be declared 
dead. 

Ahead of the cabinet meet- 


ing. dozens of Israelis held a 
demonstration outside the 
office of Netanyahu, calling 
for an immediate withdrawal 
of troops from Lebanon. 

The protesters, who included 
soldiers’ relatives, students and 
MPs, carried placards reading: 
“1250 dead in Lebanon, 
enough is enough.” referring to 
Israeli losses since the 1982 
invasion. Other placards bore 
the slogan: ‘Get our soldiers 
out of Lebanon.” 

The Labour MPYossi Beilin 
called on Sharon, who “took us 
into Lebanon, to get us out” 
Sharon was defence nrimster in 
1982 and is regarded as the 
architect of the Israeli invasion. 

A security official on Sunday 


said Israeli forces staged 
overnight artillery attacks on 
positions of pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah guerrillas near the 
Isaeli-occupied 

He said Israel shelled an 
abandoned army barracks near 
the southern town of 

Nabatiyeh and targets in the 
Hizbollah stronghold of Iqlim 
A1 Toufah late on Saturday. 

In Beaut, meanwhile, 

Hizbollah again warned that it 
will attack civilians in Israel if 
toe Jewish state retaliates 
against Lebanese civilians for 
mounting troop losses in south 
Lebanon. 

‘The [Islamic] Resistance 
[Hizbollah 's military wing! is 
quite ready to deliver blows 


against the enemy if it attacks 
the civilian population and 
infrastroctureT Hizbollah MP 
Mohammad Fneish told AFR 

The Lebanese MP was 
responding to a threat from 
Israeli Internal Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani that 
Israel would not shrink from 
hitting Beirut's infrastructure if 
Hizbollah attacks on its troops 
continued. 

‘They must knpw that their 
capital wjU be deprived of 
water and electricity each time 
that one of our soldiers is killed 
in Lebanon,” Kahalani warned. 

hi the Lebanese city of Tyre, 
a security official said the pn> 
Syrian Shiite group AmaJ tom- 
barded Israeli positions in toe 


occupied security zone on 
Sunday. 

Araal artillery fired some 40 
mortars on positions held by 
Israeli troops and the .Israeh- 
allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) in the northern and cen- 
tral parts of the zone, they said. 

An SLA official confirmed 
the strikes but said there was no 
immediate report at casualties 
or damage. 

TbeAmal militia , headed by 
toe speaker of Lebanon 's par- 
liament Nabih Beni, claimed 
the attacks in a statement. 

“Our fighters, who witnessed 
toe Israeli enemy adding troop 
and supply reinforcements, 
opened fire against 10 of their 
positions,” the statement said. 


Company sites ; 
Lufthansa caterer 
over shoddy meals 

HONG KONG (AP) A 
Hong Kong company is 
suing Lufthansa 7 s in-fligfrt 
caterer for allegedly provide 
ing it substandard meals — ‘ 
including one said to have 
contained a cockroach, local 
newspapers reported 

Sunday. LSG Lufthansa 
Service Hong Kong began 
providing pre-cooked box 
lunches this summer to 
Nutritional Food Production 
Ltd., which supplies lunches 
to elementary and high 
schools, the Chioese-lan- 
guage Ming Pao said. 

Wage arrears 
paid in wine 

MOSCOW (R) — When 
pay day finally came for the 
workers of Asbostroi build- 
ing enterprise in Russia's 
Urals, it was in wine not 
roubles. Factory bosses 
keen to wipe out arrears dat- 
ing back to February decid- 
ed to hand out the “Anapa” 
wine they bad received as 
part of a debt-settling deal 
with the southern Stavropol 
region. Interfox news 
agency reported on Sunday. 
“Labour discipline at the 
enterprise dropped sharply 
because workers started 
wine tasting without wait- 
ing for their shift to end," it 
said. 

Egyptians up 
in arms over 
foreign signs 

CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian parliament has 
asked toe government to 
enforce a 1958 law forbid- 
ding shops to display signs 
in languages other than 
Arabic. The chairman of the 
parliament’s culture com- 
mittee said the use of for- 
eign language signs could 
“erase the country's Arab 
identity." The law provides 
for a fine of between $3 and 
$60 and a prison sentence of 
not more than six months if 
offenders do not remove the 
signs within three months. 

"Hercules’ escapes, 
bites handler 
at zoo 

DALLAS (AP) — A 154- 
kilogramrae gorilla escaped 
from his room at toe Dallas 
zoo, raided toe kitchen, bit a 
keeper and then dragged her 
down a hallway. Hercules 
toe gorilla — “basically a 
pretty gentle giant with a 
nice personality" — was 
captured after a veterinarian 
shot him with a tranq utilis- 
ing dart, a zoo official said 
Saturday. The gorilla then 
was loaded on a tarp and 
dragged back to his room to 
sleep it off. 

Scots bet on 
white Christmas 

GLASGOW (AP) — A 
Glasgow businesswoman is 
betting on a white 
Chrisrinas, placing thou- 
sands of small wagers that 
could net more than $84,000 
if it snows on Dec. 25. 
Gillian Muir, who works for 
promotion company 
Moigan Partnership, has 
placed 9,265 bets of 84 U.S. 
cents each with a Glasgow 
betting shop. She said she 
plans to give- the betting 
slips away to business con- 
tacts. With 10-1 odds, the 
holders would collect $9.24 
each if at least one 
snowflake flutters to the 
ground Christmas Day. 

Harjey-Davidson 
Barbie doll 
a quick seller 

CHICAGO (R) — The 
hottest gift for motorcycle 
riders this year is not a 
$17,000 Road King Classic 
two-wheeler but a $60 
Hariey-Davidspn Barbie 
doll, assuming one can be 
found, Harley-Davidson 
dealers said. This specially 
mate , doll, with brown 
leather jacket, goggles, 
gloves and boots, has been a 
quick sella: at motorcycle 
outlets. 






